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A notefor this edition

HE BELIEF THAT THERE ARE LIVING BEINGS at the centerof the

Earthis veryold. Deepcavesaresupposedio beentranceso weird

passageshat eventually lead to somekind of subterraneawities and
peopleandsubterraneaworlds,suns,andplanets.

Thatthe Earthwashollow seemgo bewidely acceptedecausdy near
theyearof 1683,EdmondHalley, trying to explain the variationof the
Earths magneticeld proposedhatthe Earthwashollow. At thistime,
thefactandthe ction werestronglyinterlaced.

Two decadegarlier in 1665,Athanasiusircher publishedhis Mundus
Subteraneus anaccounto describan innercoreof our Earth.

Lewis Holbeg's Narrative of NielsKlim, or Journey UnderTheGround
is anexceptionabook. Contraryto Halley andAthanasiusfamousarit-

ersthatwrote aboutthe possibility of life undeground,but never went
down, Niels Klim —Holbeg's character— went down an unexplored
caveto nd if it wastruethecommonbeliefthatunderthegroundthere
wasa heaven,with sunsplanetsandstars.

The peoplethat Klim found therewere not peoplelike us, they were
not monstrousdeformationdik e the characterof the currentscience
ction storiesthatthe movie industrypresenus. The peoplethatKlim
found therewere walking trees treesthat could even talk and build a
civilization, arealnovelty for theliteratureof histimes.

This“Journe to theundeground”,beingsomevhatlik e theadwentures
of “A Sphere”in Flatland, is alsoa voyageto anotherdimension;this
time, the extra“fourth dimension”is ourimagination becausdor mary
people writers,andscientiststhis extradimensionis within oursehes.
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Intr oduction

Lewis Holberg, the authorof the Narrative of NielsKlim, wasthe most
eminentwriter amongthe Danesin the eighteenthcentury His works
shaw a surprisingversatility of genius,comprisingHistoriesand Trea-
tiseson Jurisprudencepgetherwith SatiresandComediesHe wasby
birth a Norwegian, but was educatedat the University at Copenhagen
in Denmark. Soonafter receving a theologicaldegreefrom that Insti-
tution, he visited Holland and England,andresidedabouttwo yearsat
Oxford. Shortly after his return he publishedan “Introduction to Eu-
ropeanHistory,” andan“Appendixto the UniversalHistory,” in which
he givesanaccountof contemporaneousfairsin theprincipalgovern-
mentsof the world. His historicallaborswere interruptedby a royal
appointmento a professorshipn the University This of ce heenjoyed
for veyearsandthenwentabroad.n his Autobiograply hehasgiven
aninterestingaccountof his travels, both at this time andsubsequently
andhasdescribednenandmannerdan a way highly entertainingand
generallyjust. He visitedmostof the citiesof SoutherrEurope abiding
sometime in each. He waswell receved by menof letters,andmade
mary valuableacquaintancewhereser he went. After remainingone
whole winter at Rome,andaccomplishinghe objectof his mission,he
returnedto CopenhagenHis incomewasnow small,andfor two years
he was oppressedvith greatpecuniarydif culties. It wasduring this
periodthathe publishedn the Danishlanguagehis “Introductionto the
Law of Natureandof Nations: In this treatise,Holbeig aimedrather
to applythe principlesof NaturalLaw to the Laws andConstitutionsof
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XVi LoOuISHOLBERG

Norway and Denmark,thanelaboratelyto discusshe principlesthem-
seles. Thework wascoldly recevedatits rst appearanceyut, after
tenor twelve yearsbeganto excite public attention,andpassedhrough
severaleditions.

At length, the professorshipf metaplysics becomingvacant, he re-
ceived the appointment.The emolumentf this of ce, thoughsmall,
suppliedhis necessitiesand,not long after, on obtaininga morelucra-
tive stationin the University, hewasrelievedfrom his embarrassments.

Hitherto, he had devoted himself almostexclusively to Jurisprudence,
History andLanguagesandhadnever tried his handat poeticalcompo-
sition. Indeed he hadever felt a strangeaversionto the studyof poetry
and,althoughhehadreadtheLatin Poetsandcomposed.atin Poemsit
wasmorefor the sale of pro ciency in thelanguagethanfor pleasure,
or, in his own words, “as a sick manswallows bitter draughts not be-
causehey aregratefulto thepalate put, becauséhey arerecommended
by the physicians.

He now, however, seemednspiredby anew ambition,andsethimselfto

imitate oneof Juvenal's Satires.Encouragedby his unexpectedfacility,

he projectedand composedan original poem. Its successywhenpub-
lished,surpassethatof arny work previously written in the Danishlan-

guage.Judiciouscritics heartily commendedt, andsomeeven looked
uponit asintroducinga new erain the nationalliterature. It wasalso
publishedin Swedenand Germaly, andraisedthe authors reputation
abroad.He next published ve more Satires,pre xing to eacha short
preface,unfolding the writer's design. His poeticalproductionsverea
sourceof more honorthangain, and,becomingweary of almostprof-

itlesspursuits,he abandonegoetry anddevotedhimselfto his former
studies.

Neverthelessthe solicitationsof friendsprevailed uponhim to turn his
attentionto Dramaticcomposition.HerehewasequallysuccessfulHis
comedieswerereceved with greatapplauseandstill hold possession
of the stage.Lik e his Satiresthey wereintendedto exposefashionable
vice andfolly. They aretwenty- ve in number The namesof several
will give somenotion of their generalcharacterThe BabblingBarber,
AlwaysBusyand Doing Nothing TheTreademusStep-fatherThePo-
litical Tinman

His healthbeingimpairedby unintermittediterarylabor, hedetermined
to seekrelief from the bathsof Aix-la-Chapelle.He did notderive from

http://ADLab.info



Journg To TheUndeground XVii

themthe bene t he anticipatedput, after spendingthe winter in Paris,
returnedhomewith renaved healthand spirits. His next publication,
was a Satirical Poem,entitled “Metamorphosis, in which brutesand
treesaretransformednto men. This wasthelastof his poeticalefforts.

For several yearshe had beenencagedin preparing“A Generl Ec-
clesiasticalHistory from the origin of Christianity to the Reformation
of Luther” which he now published. This production,the authoraf-
rms, was written with perfectimpartiality He sometimescensured
the Fathers,praisedheretics,whenthey desered it, and occasionally
evencommendedhe Popes.It wasextremelypopular thoughall were
not pleasedwith its liberal spirit. A Compaative Biography of Asiatic
andIndian Heroes afterPlutarchs style; A shortHistorical Accountof
his Native Towry TheNarrative of Niels Klim; His Autobiography, and
a History of the Jewish Nation, digestedfrom the works of Josephus,
PrideauxandBasnageclosethelist of hisworks.

“TheJdournegy to theWorld underground” or “Narrative of NielsKlim,”
had beenwritten for a long time, but he had refrainedfrom printing
it from an unwillingnessto provoke enmity. But the importunity of
friends, and the generousoffer of a bookseller nally prevailed, and
he putit into the printer's hands.Thefollowing accountof this perfor
manceis abridgedrom his autobiograpir

Thereare mary personsof both sexesin my country who believe in
fairiesand supernaturabeings,andwho arereadyto swear that they
have beenconveyed by spirits to hills and mountaincaves. This su-
perstitionis ridiculed in Klim, the heroof thetale. He is supposedo
be transportedo the world underground,wherehe meetswith some
surprisingadwentures.Many strangecreaturesnhabit this newv world;
trees,for instance areintroduced,endaved with speechand musical
instrumentgdiscussguestionof philosoply and nance. Amongstthe
characterghosegeniuseswho perceve everythingataglance but pen-
etratenothing,are conspicuousPeopleof quick perceptionwhomwe
useto admire, are despisedby the Potuanswho look uponthem as
idle loungers that, thoughalwaysmoving, make no progress.Prudent
men,onthecontrary who measurgheir own strengthandadvancecau-
tiously, aregreatlyesteemedtby thatnation,thoughwith usthey passor
fools or cowards. The Potuansand Martiniansare examplesof both
theseextremes. By the former Klim was considereda blockhead,on
accountbf thequicknesof his perceptionsby thelatterhewasequally
despisedor the slowvnessof his apprehensionTo Klim, who measures
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virtuesandvicesby the ordinarystandardgeverythingis a paradox;but

whatheat rst condemnshe admiresandextols after deliberation;so
that the object of the whole work is to correctpopularerrors,andto

distinguishthe semblancef virtue andvice from thereality. Its subor

dinatedesignis to exposethe monstrousctions, which someauthors
obtrudeuponusin their description®f remotecountries.

“TheNarrative of NielsKlim,” thoughwritten somary yearsago,con-
tainsmary satiricalhits, exceedinglyapplicableto thepresentime; thus
shaving thatwhatappear$o oneageto be awhim altogethenew, may
be,in fact, only someold notionnewly promulcated. Greateriberties
wereallowed at that periodin literaturethanwould now be permitted.
Holbeg's humorougproductionsarenotwholly freefrom afault,whose
existencethetasteof any agemayexplain, but doesnot excuse.

After living in competeng for mary yearsin Copenhagere was,in
1747 createda baronby theking of Denmark.He diedin 1754.
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ApologeticPreface

PETERKLIM ND ANDREASKLIM, THE SONSOF THOMAS KLIM,
AND GRANDSONSOFKLIM THE GREAT, TO
THE KIND READER

Sinceit hascometo our earsthatsomeperson$ave doubtedhetruth of
this story, andthat,consequentlythe publisherof the subterraneawoy-
agehasgotten,hereandthere,a badreputationwe have, to preventall
falseaccusationsheld it advisableto pre x to this new edition certi -
catedrom menwhosehonestyandsincerityareraisedabove all distrust,
andwhoseevidencewill securghepublisheragainstall opposition.The
rst two of thesewitnessesve know to have beencontemporaryvith our
hero;therest ourished ata periodimmediatelysubsequentndall are
generallyknown aspeoplevenerablan virtue andhonestywhosecool
andsoundudgmentsffectuallyprecludetheblandishmentsf cajolery
while theirnoblecandorandunderiating uprightnesgorbid thesanction
of their namego whatever s, in its nature,deceitfulor ctitious. With
thetestimory of suchrespectabl@ersonswe shallbind the tonguesof
all false,prejudicedand sneeringcritics, and, beforethesesignatures,
obligethemto acknavledgetheir folly andtake backtheir heedlessc-
cusationsThecerti cate sentto my brotherandmyselfreadsthus:

“At the desireof the estimableandmuchrespectegqoungmen,PE-
TER KLIM and ANDREAS KLIM, we, the undersigneddo certify,

XiX
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thatamongthe booksand paperdeft by the celebratedNIELS KLIM,
we have seeramanuscriptyith thetitle, 'Subterraneaivoyage'. To the
same'Voyage'wereaddeda subterranearammarandDictionary, in
two languagesnamely Danishand Quamitic. By comparingthe cele-
bratedAbelin's Latin translationwith this old manuscriptwe nd that
theformerdoesnot, in theleastpoint, deviatefrom thehand-tet. Toits
furthercon rmation we have herebyplacedour seals.

ADRIAN PETERSONMPP.
JENSTHORALAKSEN, MPP.
SVENDKLAK, MPP.

JOKUM BRANDER, MPP.

JENSGAD, MPP.
HIERONYMOUS GIBS, (Scotch,MPP’

We hopeby suchdistinguishedand authentictestimory to remove all
doubt;but shouldtherebe foundary stubbornenoughto persistin their
suspicionsjn spite of thesecerti cates, we will anticipatetheir objec-
tions,andendeaor to subdueheirincredulitywith otherweapons.

It is a known fact, thatin a sectionof Norway, called Finnmark,exist
peoplewho have advancedso far in the study and practiceof natural
witchcraft, (a scienceinto which other nationshave scarcelylooked,)
thatthey canexcite andsubduestorms transformthemselesto wolves;
speaksereral,andin ourworld entirelyunknovn, languagesandtravel
from the north to the southpole in lesstime thanone hour One of
theseFinns, by namePeyvis, camelately to Bergen, and exhibited so
mary strangeproofsof his artandsciencethatall presendeemechim
worthy of adoctors hat: atthe sametime a erce critic cameout with
areview of the “Subterraneafravels; which he assumptiely tagged
to thelong list of “old womens stories;”the honorof the Klims being
thusimpugned,andhis own by implication, Peyvis, throughourin u-
ence obtainedpermissiorto collectmaterialsandpreparenimselffor a
voyageunderground.He commencedby publishinga card,whereinhe
exaltedhis abilitiesin thefollowing expressions:

Whatwill you?say!
Fromnorthernice to southerdand:
Fromeasternslesto westernsand,
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Spiritsof earth,spiritsof air;
Spiritsfoul andspiritsfair,

My power obey!

| breaktherainbav's archedine;
Thatheraldof approachingalm.
Thunder sendby cold moonshine,—
Mine is thebaneandminethebalm.
My beckupwhirlsthe hurricane:
Thesunandmoonandstarsin vain
Theirwontedcoursewould keep;
Honey from outtherock dothweep

Whenl command.
My potentwand,

Stretchedn the mighty northernwave,
Or seaghatfartherindialave,
Subduegheir mountainbillows hoarse,
To inlandbrooklets'murmuringcourse.
Whatis on earth,whatis in sea,

In air and re, from Peyvis free?

Everybodyshudderedrom fearathearingthesencredibleassumptions.
TheFinnimmediatelypreparechimselffor the voyage,undressedand,
strangesight! suddenlytransformedto an eagle,raisedhimself into
theair andsoonvanished.After a full month's absencepur wonderful
doctor earlyonamorning,re-appearedgntirelyexhaustedhisforehead
streamingwith sweat.Whensufciently recoveredfrom his fatigue,he
commencea descriptionof hisadventureson his air passagandin the
subterranealands.He told usthaton his arrival below, war wasraging
betweenthe establishedyovernmentand the opposition,in which the
partyof Klim gottheascendang andreinstatedhe sonof our Nielson
thethrone;our kinsmanhadfor alongtime bornethe sceptreunderthe
administratiorof his mother;but now, old andglori ed for mary great
feats,reignedaloneover the whole subterraneaworld, with the name
of Nielsthe Second.

Now, take shameto yourselhes,ye incredulougnortals!andlearnhere-
after, in importantmattersto proceedwith morecaution.Be ashamed,
ye scofers! andaskpardonfor your unfoundedaccusationsyour atro-
cioussneersStandabashednally , ye hypercritics! andknow thatthe
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learnedworld shallno longersuffer from your audaciousndunreason-
able judgments;thensilenceyour stuntedprogely at their birth, or if
youwill, yoursehes!
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Chapter 1

The Author' s DescentTo The
Abyss

In the year 1664, after graduatingat the Academyof Copenhagenin
Theologyand Philosoply, | preparedo returnto my fatherland, and
took passagen a ship boundfor the city of Bergen, in Norway. |
hadbeenfurnishedwith brilliant testimonialsfrom both faculties,and
wantedonly mone/;—afatecommonto Norwegian studentsywho gen-
erally returnhomewith emptypursesrom the Templeof the Muses.

We had a good wind, and in three days arrived at my native town,
Bergen.

| occupiedmyselfnow, in expandingmy knowledgeof naturalphiloso-
phy, andfor practice geologicallyexaminedtheneighboringnountains.
Onthetopof themostinterestingof thesemountains(interesting mean
to a student,wasaremarkablecave, which the inhabitantsof the town

calledFlorien. Fromits mouth,a mild andnot unpleasanair issuesat

certainperiods,asthoughthe cave inhaledthe breezeandgently sighed
it forth again.

The learnedin Bergen, especiallythe celebratedAbelin and Edward,
hadlongedto examineit; but theselatter, from their greatage, being

1



2 LOUISHOLBERG

unableto performso arduousa feat, usedevery occasiorto inducethe
young and adwenturousto attemptthe exploration. Instigated, (andit
wasa foolish, and| might say a wicked resolution,)instigated,| say
notlessby theencouragemerntdf thesegreatmenthanby my own incli-
nation,| determinedo descendnto the cave. Thelongerl thoughtof
the matter the rmer | became.l preparedevery thing needfulfor the
expedition,andon a Thursday at the morningtwilight, departedrom
thecity. | startedthusearly, becausé desiredo nish my laborsbefore
dark,andmalke areportthe sameevening.

How little did | thendreamthatlik e anothePhaéton| shouldbedriven

headlonghroughtheair andprecipitatedo anothemglobe,thereto ram-

ble for the spaceof tenyears beforel shouldseemy friendsandnative

land again. The expeditiontook placein the year1665. Accompanied
by four mento carrythe necessarymplementsandassistin letting me

down, | ascendedhe mountain.Arrived at the top, nearthe fatal cave,

we satdown to breakfst. Now, for the rst time, my heartbegan to

faint, asthoughit forebodedmy comingmisfortune;but, in amoment,
my half extinguishedcourageblazedagain. 1 x ed a ropearoundmy

body, stoodon the edgeof the cave, andcommendedny soulto God.

Orderingthemento veertheropesteadily andto hold whenl criedout,

| took a boat-hookin my right hand,andglided into the abyss. Aided

by thepole,l wasenabledo keepclearof thejutting pointsof rock that

would have impededmy progressaswell ashave woundedme. | was
someavhat anxiousaboutthe rope, for it rubbedhardagainstthe rocks

atthetop; and,in fact, | hadscarcelydescendedwenty to thirty feet,

whenit gave way, andl tumbledwith strangequicknesslown theabyss,
armedlik e Pluto,with a boat-hookhowever, in placeof a sceptre.

Envelopedby thick darkness) had beenfalling abouta quarterof an
hour, when| obsered a faint light, and soonafter a clearand bright-
shiningheasen. | thought,in my agitation,thatsomecountercurrentof
air hadblown me backto earth. The sun,moonandstars,appeareco
muchsmallerherethanto peopleonthesurface thatl wasatalosswith
regardto my where-a-bout.

| concludedthatl musthave died, andthatmy spirit wasnow aboutto
be carriedto the blesseddwellings. | immediatelyconceved the folly
of this conclusion,however, when| found myself armedwith a boat-
hook, anddraggingbehindme a long strip of rope; well knowing that
neitherof thesewereneedfulto landmein Paradiseandthatthe celes-
tial citizenswould scarcelyapprore of theseaccessoriesyith which |
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appearedn the mannerof the giantsof old, likely to attackheaszenand
ejectthegodstherefrom.

Finally, a new light glimmeredin my brain. | musthave got into the
subterranearrmament. This conclusiondecidedthe opinion of those,
who insistthatthe earthis hollow, andthatwithin its shellthereis an-
other lesserworld, with correspondinguns,planets,stars,&c., to be
well-groundedTheresultprovedthat! guessedight.

Therapidity of my descentcontinuallyaugmentedor alongtime, now
began to decreasgyradually | wasapproaching planetwhich | had
from the rst seendirectly beforeme. By degreesit grew larger and
larger, when, penetratingthe thick atmospherevhich surroundedt, |
plainly sav seasmountainsanddalesonits surface.

As thebold bird, betweerthe billow's top
And mountains summit,sweepsaround
Themuscle-clothedock, andwith light wing
Sportsonthefoam,my bodyhovered.

| found now that| did not hangin the atmospherebuoyed up by the
strongcurrentof which | have spolen, but thatthe perpendiculatine of
my descentvaschangedo acircle. | will notdery thatmy hairroseup
onmy headin fear. | knew notbut thatl might be metamorphosetb a
planetor to a satellite;to be turnedaroundin an eternalwhirl. Yetmy
courageeturnedasl becamesomeavhataccustometb themotion. The
wind was gentleandrefreshing.| washbut little hungryor thirsty; but
recollectingtherewasa smallcake in my poclket, | tookit outandtasted
it. The rst mouthful, however, wasdisagreeableand| threw it from
me. Thecake notonly remainedn theair, but to my greatastonishment,
beganto circle aboutme. | obtainedatthistime aknowledgeof thetrue
law of motion,whichis, thatall bodies whenwell balancedmustmove
in acircle.

| remainedin the orbit in which | wasat rst thrown threedays. As
| continuallymoved aboutthe planetnearesto me, | could easilydis-
tinguish betweennight and day; for | could seethe subterraneaisun
ascendanddescend—thaight, however, did not bring with it darkness
asit doeswith us. | obsered,thaton the descenof the sun,the whole
hearensbecamalluminatedwith a peculiarandvery brightlight. This,
| ascribedo there ection of the sunfrom theinternalarchof the earth.

http://ADLab.info
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But justasl beganto fang/ myselfin the nearpresencef theimmortal
gods, aboutto becomemyself a nev hearenly light and wonderedat
asa brilliant star—behold! a horrible, winged monsterappearedywho
seemedo threaterme with instantdestruction.Whenl saw this object
in the distancel supposedt to be oneof the celestialsigns,but when
it camenearl percevedit to be anenormouseagle,which followedin
my wake asif aboutto pounceuponme. | obsered thatthis creature
noticedme particularly but could not determinewhetherasa friend or
enemy

Hadl re ected,| shouldnot have wonderedhata humanbeing,swing-
ing roundin theair, with aboat-hookin his hand,andalong ropedrag-
ging behindhim, like a tail, shouldattractthe attentionof evena brute
creature.

My uncommon gure gave, as| afterwardsunderstoodpccasionfor
strangereportsto theinhabitantson my sideof the planet.

The astronomersegardedme as a comet,with a very long tail. The
superstitioughoughtmy appearancéo be signi cant of somecoming
misfortune.Somedraughtsmemook my gure, asfarasthey couldde-
scryit, sothatwhenl landed foundpaintingsof myself,andengraings
takenfrom them,andhavkedabout.

Butto return;theeagle e w towardsmeandattacled mewith hiswings
very furiously. | defendednyselfaswell asl couldwith my boat-hook,
andevenvigorously consideringmy unstablesituation. At last, when
heattemptedo grapplewith me, | thrustthehookin betweerhiswings
so rmly thatl couldnotextricateit.

Thewoundedmonsterfell, with aterriblecry, to theglobebeneathand
holding the hook, I, well tired of my pendantattitude,wasdraggedo
theplanet.

At rst my descenwasviolent, but the increasingthicknessof the at-
mosphereas| approachedhe planet,mademe sink with an easyand
soft fall to the earth. Immediatelyon touchingit the eagledied of its
wounds.

It wasnow night; or ratherthesunwasdown, for it wasnotdark. | could
seeclearlyto readthe paperd hadin my poclet.

Thelight, asl have alreadysaid,comesfrom the rmament or internal
shellof our earth,half of it beingbrightenedat onetime like our moon.
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Theonly differencebetweemightanddayis thattheabsencef thesun
makestheweatherallittle colder
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Chapter 2

The Author' s Arri val At The
Planet Nazar

My voyagethroughtheair wasnow ended.l lay for alongtime entirely
immovable,awaiting my fatewith the approactof day | now obsened
thatthe wantsandweaknessesf humanity which, duringmy passage
hadceasednow returned.| wasboth sleefy andhungry Fatiguedin
mind andbody| fell into a deepslumber | hadslept,asfaras! could
judge,abouttwo hours,whenaterrible roar, which hadpreviously dis-
turbedmy slumberssuddenlywaked me. | haddreamedsomecurious
dreams;in one,l thoughtmyselfto bein Norway, at the churchin my
native town, listeningto the singingof our clerk, whosevoice wasre-
ally unpleasanfrom its roughness.My rst impressiontherefore,on
recovering myselfwas, thatthis manwasindulgingin anextraordinas
ily ambitiousstrain. In fact, on openingmy eyes, | sav a hugebull
within afew feetof me. At thesamemoment,avigorousroarfrom this
animalcorvincedmethatl did notlistento churchmusic.

It wasnow day-breakandtherising sunbeganto gild thegreenoaksand
fruitful elds, which,spreadingbroadn everydirection,astonisheany
recoseredsense.
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How muchgreatemwasmy surprisewhenl sav thetrees,of whichthere
weregreatnumbersn my view, move, althoughnot a breezestirred.

The vicinity of the bull not being pleasingto me, | aroseand began
to ascenda treewhich stoodnear As | raisedmyself by its limbs, it
gave a low, yet shrill scream,and| got at the sametime a lively slap
onmy eat which propelledme headlongo theground.Herel lay asif
struckby lightning,aboutto give up my spirit, whenl heardaroundmea
murmuringnoise,suchasis heardonthe Exchangavhenthemerchants
areassembled.

| openedny eyesandsav mary treesmoving aboutthe eld. Imagine
my agitation,whenoneof the treesswepttowardsme, bentoneof its
branchesand,lifting mefrom theground,carriedme off, in spiteof my
woful cries,followed by aninnumerablenumberof its companionsf
all kindsandsizes.Fromtheir trunksissuedcertainarticulatedsounds,
which were entirely incomprehensibléo me, and of which | retained
only the words: Pikel-Emi on accountof their beingoftenrepeated.
will heresay thesewordsmeanan extraordinarymonkey, which crea-
turethey took meto be,from my shapeanddress.All this, of course|
learnedafterbeingsomemonthsamongthem.

In my presentcondition,| wasfar from beingableto conceve of the
natureof sensible speakingtrees. In truth, so confoundedwvas|, that
| forgot | could speakmyself. As little could | understandhe mean-
ing of the slow, solemnprocessionandthe confusedmurmurswhich
resoundedh theair.

| fanciedthey werereproachingor expressingtheir contemptof me. |
wasnotfarfrom thetruth: for thetreeinto which| hadclimbedto escape
from thebull, wasno lessthanthewife of the sherif of theneighboring
town, to which they werenow takingmea prisoner

The buildings and streetsof this town werevery handsomeand exten-
sive. The housesfrom their height, appearedike hugetowers. The
streetsverewide and lled with treeswhich swayedaboutandsaluted
eachotherby loweringtheir branches.

The greaterthis declination,the more expressve wasit of respectand
esteem.

As we passedhroughaverywide streetl sav atall oakapproactadis-
tinguishechousewhenthetreeswhich escortedne, steppedyracefully
back,andbenttheir branchego the ground. | concludedthis mustbe
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amorethancommonpersonageln fact, it wasthe sherif himself,the
very dignitary, whoselady it wasinsistedl had cometoo near | was
carriedto the hall of this of cer' s house andthe doorwaslocked upon
me. Severaltreesarmedwith axeskeptguardover me. The axeswere
heldin thebrancheswhich senedthe samepurposeashumanhands.l

noticedthathigh up in the branchegachwore a head,aboutthe sizeof
my own, coveredwith leavesandtendrilsinsteadof hair. Below were
two rootsor legs,very short.

Thesetreeswere much smallerthanthoseon our earth,in fact being
aboutthe heightof a man; someindeedweremuchshorter;but thesel
concludedo bechildren.

While re ecting onthemiserablesituationin which | foundmyself,and
weepingover theill-luck of my adwenture,my guardssteppedipto me
andcommandeaneto follow them.They led meto a splendidbuilding
in themiddle of the market-place.

At the door of this building stoodJustice cut outin the form of atree,
holdingamongthe branches pair of scales] presumedhestructureto
be the courthousenor wasl deceved. | wascarriedinto a large room,
the oor of which wasoverlaid with glittering marble ags of various
colors.

At theupperenda goldenchairwasraisedallittle above the oor, likea
judge’s seat;in it wasseateda sedatgpalmtree,distinguishedrom the
restby the gomgeousnessf his leaves; a little belov him were seated
twelve assessorsix on eitherside. About themstoodtwenty-fourof-

cers holdingaxes. | wasnot a little terri ed whenbroughta prisoner
beforethesemagnates.

As | enteredhehall, all theof cers of the courtstoodup, elevatedtheir
branchesandthensatdown. After thisceremon | wasplacedatthebar
betweentwo trees,the stemsof which were coveredwith sheepskins.
Thesepersond supposedo belawyers,andsothey were.

Beforethe trial commencedthe headof the judgewaswrappedup in
ablackblanket. Theaccusethenmadea shortspeechwhich hethrice
repeatedThelawyer appointedo defendme,repliedin the sameman-
ner A perfectsilencethenensued.In half an hourthe superiorjudge
rosefrom the chair, removed the blanket, raisedthe branchegowards
Hearen, and spole with much grace,what | supposedo be my sen-
tence.l wasthencarriedbackto my prison.
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While I musedon the strangethings| hadwitnesseda tree cameinto
my cell, with aninstrumentesemblingalancetin hishand.He stripped
oneof my arms,and madea puncturein the medianvein. When he
hadtakenfrom measmuchbloodashe deemedsufcient, heboundup
thewoundwith greatdexterity. He thenexaminedmy bloodwith much
attention,anddepartedsilently, with anexpressiorof wonder

This circumstancdy no meanswealenedthe opinionwhich | hadfor
sometime entertainedthatthesepeoplewereshallov andfoolish. But
my judgmentproved to be too hasty When| was betterenabledto
judgeof whatpassedboutme, by acquaintancevith the subterranean
languagesmy contemptwvaschangedo admiration.

| will now explaintheceremoniesyhichto myignoranceseemedidicu-
lous.

Frommy gure it wasconcludedhat!| wasaninhabitantof the rma-
ment.| wassupposedo have attemptedo violatethepersorof achaste
andvirtuouslady, andfor this crimel hadbeentakento the court-house
for trial.

Therising of the branchedowardsHearen, wasa commonceremoy
of religion. The lawyerswere clothedin sheep-skinto remindthem
of theattributesof their calling-innocencefaithfulnessandsedateness.
Therepetitionof their speechesason accountof thevery slow appre-
hensionandcautiousdecisionof the people by which peculiaritieshey
were distinguishedrom all the inhabitantsof the subterraneamorld.
But what most excited my curiosity was the history of the supreme
judge. This wasa virgin, a native of the town, and appointedby the
King to theof ce of Kaki, or judge,for hersuperiorvirtue andtalent. It
mustbe obsenedthatthis nationpay no regardto sex in appointments
to of ce, but, after a strict examination,electthoseto take chage of
affairswho areprovedto bethe mostworthy.

Seminariesreestablishedhroughouthecountry to teachtheaspirants
to public honorsthe dutiesappertainingo the directionof government.
Thebusinesof theadministratorof thesecollegesis to searchclosely
into thebrainsandheartsof theyoungstudentsandwhensatis edwith
theirvirtue andability, to give to theking alist of thosefully preparedo
Il the public of ces. TheadministratorarecalledKaratti. Theyoung
virgin of whom | have spolen, had receved, four yearsbefore from
theKaratti, a certi cate for remarkableattainmenta&ndvirtues,andhad
beeninvestedwith the “blanket” This blanket waswrappedabouther
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headduring my trial; this precautionhowever, is taken only in trials
suchasmine, in which the occasionallybroadnatureof the testimory
might have a painful effect uponthe virgin judge, shouldher facebe
exposedo the public gaze.

The nameof this virgin wasPalmka. Shehadof ciated for threeyears
with thegreateshonor andwasconsideredhe mostlearnedreein the
city.

Shesolvedwith somuchdiscretionthe knottiestquestionsthatherde-
cisionshadcometo beregardedasoracles.

As Themis'self, with scalesof equalweight,
Shejudgedwith candorboththe smallandgreat:
Thesandf truth she like thegoddessfrees
Fromfalsehoods glitter andfrom error'slees.

Thefollowing accountwasgivento me of the blood-lettingto which |
hadbeensubjectedWhenary oneis provedto be guilty of acrime,he
is bled,for the purposeof detectingrom thecolor of the uid, orblood,
how far his guilt was voluntary or otherwise;whetherhe had sinned
throughmaliceor distemperShouldthe uid befounddiscoloredheis
sentto the hospitalto be cured;thusthis processs rathera correction
thana punishmentA memberof the council,or ary onehighin of ce,
would beremoved, shouldit befoundnecessaryo bleedhim.

Thereasonwhy the suigeon,who performedthe operationon me, was
astonishedyas, on accountof the rednessof my blood. The inhabi-
tantshaving a sort of white uid in their veins, the purity of which is
proportionatlto theirinnocenceandexcellence.

| wasputat my easewhenl obsenedthatthetreesgenerallypossessed
alargeshareof humanity Thiswasdisplayedn theirlittle attentiongo
me. Foodwasbroughtto metwice aday It consistedf fruit andseveral
kinds of beans)my drink wasa cleat sweetandexceedinglydelicious
juice.

The sherif, in whosehousel wasimprisoned,hadimmediatelygiven
noticeto theKing thathe hadby accidenigot possessionf a somevhat
sensibleanimal of an uncommon gure. The descriptionof my per
sonexcitedtheking's curiosity Ordersweregivento the sherif, thatl
shouldbetaughtthe languageof the country;on which | shouldbe sent
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to court. A teacherwas appointedfor me, whoseinstructionenabled
mein a half yearto speakvery comprehensiblyAfter this preparatory
courseof privatestudy | wassentto theseminarywhereparticularcare

wastaken bothof my mentalandphysicaleducation.Indeed,soenthu-

siasticwerethey to naturalizeme, thatthey actuallyfastenedranches
to my bodyto make melook asmuchaspossibldik e themseles.
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Chapter 3

Description Of The Town Keba

During the courseof my educationmy landlordfrequentlycarriedme
aboutthetown, andpointedoutthe mostremarkablehings.Kebais the
town next in sizeandimportanceto the capitalof the kingdomof Potu.
The inhabitantsare distinguishedor their sedatenesand moderation;
old ageis morerespectedy themthanby any othercommunity They

are strangelyaddictedto the pitting of animalsagainsteachother; or,

asthey call it, “play ght.” | wonderedthat so moral a peoplecould
enjoy thesebrutal sports. My landlord noticedmy surprise,and said,
thatthroughoutthe kingdomit wasthe customto vary their liveswith

aduemixture of earnestiutiesandamusingpleasuresTheatricalplays
arevery muchin voguewith them. | wasvexed, however, to hearthat
disputationsarereckonedsuitablefor the stage while with usthey are
con ned to theuniversities.

At certaintimesin theyear disputantsaresetagainsteachother aswe
pit dogsand gamecocks. High betsare madein favor of oneor the
other anda premiumis givento thewinner.

Besidethesedisputantswho are called Masbakki,or boxers, various
guadrupedswyild aswell astame,aretrainedto ght asonourglobe.

In this town a gymnasiumis establishedin which the liberal artsare
taughtwith muchsuccess.

13
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My landlordcarriedme,on a high festival day, to thisacademyOn this
occasiora Madic, or teachelin philosoply, waselected.The candidate
madea very prosyspeechon somephilosophicalquestion afterwhich,
without fartherceremon, hewasenteredpy the administratorspn the
list of the publicteachers.

On our way homefrom the academywe meta criminal, led by three
watchmen By sentencef the kaki, he hadbeenbled,andwasnow on
his way to the city hospital. | inquired concerninghis crime, andwas
answeredthat he had publicly lecturedon the being and qualities of
God—asubjectentirely forbiddenin this country Disputantson these
mattersare regardedasinsane,andare always sentto the mad-house,
wherethey are doctored,until they recover their soundreason. | ex-
claimed:HearenandEarth! how would suchlaws operateonour globe,
wherethousand®f priestsquarrelevery dayaboutthe divine attributes,
thenatureof spirits,andothersecretof thesamecharacter?ruly, here
they would all be sentstraight-way to the mad-house.These,among
mary othersingularcustoms) obseredduringmy collegelife. Finally,
the time camewhen, furnishedwith appropriatetestimoniesrom the
teachers| wasorderedto court. Hereis my certi cate. How angryand
confusedwasl, whenl readit:—

“In accordancewith your royal order we herebysendthe ani-
mal, which sometimesincecamedown to usfrom the rmament;
which animal calls itself man. We have, with sedulouscareand
patientindustry taughtthis singularcreaturein our school,and
afteravery severe examination,pronouncat to bevery quickin
its perceptiongndvery docilein its mannersNeverthelessfrom
its obtuseandmiserablgudgment—whichwe believe arisesrom
its too hastyinferences—itsidiculousscepticismon unquestion-
ablepoints,andits no lessridiculouscredulity on doubtfulones,
we mayscarcelynumberit amongsensibleébeings.However, asit
is far quicker onits legsthanary of ourrace,we humblysuggest,
thatit is very well adaptedor the situationof a running-camp-
footman.Writtenatour SeminaryatKebaby your Highnessmost
humblesenants.

NEHEK, JOKTAN, RAPASI, KILAK.”

| returnedsorranvfully to my landlord,andbeggedof him with tearsin
my eyes,to usehisin uenceto alterthenatureof my certi cate fromthe
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Karatti, andto shov themmy testimory from the academyof Copen-
hagen,in which | wasrepresenteasa remarkablestudent.He replied
to me, “that this diplomamight be well enoughin Copenhagenyhere
probablythe shadev wasregardedmore thanthe substancethe bark
morethanthe sap;but here,wherethe kernelwasmoreimportantthan
aughtelse,it wasof no use’

He counselledme to bearmy fate with patience,and assurednme, in
the politestmanney of his friendship. Having nothingmoreto say |
madeready without delay for thejourney. Theretravelledin compary
with me several small trees,which had beeneducatedvith mein the
seminaryandwerenow destinedo the capitalfor preferment.

Ourleademnwasanold Karatti, who rodeon anox, becausérom his age
he couldnotwalk. Our progressvasvery slow, sothatthreedayswere
occupiedin our passage.We had a quick and comfortablejaunt, if 1

exceptthe meetingwith somewild monkeys, thatwould springtowards
me,andpestermenow andthen. They evidently supposeaneto beone
of theirrace.| couldnot suppressny anger however, whenl obsered
that the treesseemedo perceve this mistale of the monkeys, which
gave the saplingsfood for laughterat my expense.l mustremarkthatl

wascarriedto courtin thesamedresswhich | woreonmy descento the
planet,with the boat-hookin my handandthe rope draggingafter me.
Thiswasby orderof theking, who wishedto seemein my own bark.
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Chapter 4

The Royal Court Of Potu

At last,we enteredhelargeandsplendidcapitalof thekingdomof Potu.

We were rst carriedto a house,whereall studentsfrom the country
seminariesarereceved, for the purposeof refreshment.Herewe pre-
paredfor anintervienv with the king. In the meantime our Karatti, or
leaderwentbeforeto announceisto the court. On his return,we were
all orderedto follow him. On our way to court we met several small
trees,with printedstoriesin their branches.Thesewereliterary havk-
ers. | accidentallyx ed my eye uponthetitle of oneof thesebooks. It
was: “A true accountof an entirely new andwonderfulmeteor or y-
ing dragon,which wasseenlastyearin the hearens: | knew this was
myself,andthereforepurchasedhe book,for which threekilak—about
two cents—weredemandedOn thetitle pagel found anengraing of
myself,as| appearedvhile hovering over the planet,accompaniedby
boathookandrope. We now approachedhe castle,an extensve series
of battlement&ndbuildings,moredistinguishedor its strengthanddel-
icagy of nish thanfor splendorlt presentedo my view averysingular
and,l may sayrural, appearancdrom the vastnumberof treeson the
walls.

It wasnow noon,andthedinnerhour. Theking wishingto seemebefore
hedined,| wasbroughtaloneto the dining hall. The king receved me
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very graciously uniting in a remarkabledegree,while addressingne,
mildnessof tonewith dignity of expression.

At my entranceinto the hall, I knelt beforethe throne: the king de-
mandedthe meaningof the ceremoy. Having told him the reason,
he remarled, that suchworship was due only to the Divinity. When
| hadraisedmyself, he put to me several questions—demandingow |
hadcomedown?—thereasorof my journe/—my name—wheré came
from, &c., all which questiond answeredruly. Finally, he inquired
concerningny religion,andwasevidently muchpleasedvith ourcreed.
| wasorderedto wait till dinnerwasover. At thetablewereseatedvith
the King, the Queen Prince,andKadok, or greatchancellor At a cer
tain sign,a maidentreeenteredpearingin hereightbranchesasmary
dishes which wasthe numberdaily sened at the royal table. Another
treeenteredwith eightbottles, lled with asmary differentjuices. In
thedinnerconversationfrequentmentionwasmadeof myself.

After dinner theKing orderedmeto shav my testimoty. After reading
it, helookedat my legs. “The Karattiareperfectlyright!” saidhe;“and
their adviceshallbefollowed” A Kiva, or secretarywasnow sentfor,
to enterme,amongothers,in theroyal registerof promotion.This Kiva
wasatreeof remarkablexternalappearancéiehadelevenbranches—
a singularnumber—andwasableto write eleven lettersat once. With
thistreel afterwardsbecamereryintimate;hewroteall theletterswhich
I, asfootman,carriedaboutthe country

Onreceving my appointment] wentto bed. Although| wasmuchfa-
tigued, | could not getary sleepfor along while. However, | fell, at
last, into an uneasyslumbey from which | wassuddenlyrousedby an
uncommonlylargemonkey, which,onopeningmy eyes,| foundplaying
all mannerof tricks with me, muchto theamusementf severalyoung
trees,my companions.The king laughedheatrtily over the jokesof the
monkeys, whenthey wererelatedto him, but at the sametime, ordered
me to be clothedin the subterraneamanner;thatis, ornamentedvith
branchesasl hadbeenatmy rst arrival belov ground. My European
clothesweretakenfrom! me andhungup in the museumwith the fol-
lowing descriptiomattached:

DRESSOF THE CREATURESABOVE GROUND.

Transcriber$ Note: form amendedo from (“My Europearclothesweretaken
fromme...))
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After my fright from the monkey, | got no moresleep.In the morning
| rosewith the sun, and went to receve my chage for the day An
innumerablenumberof errandsveregivenmeto perform,togethemith
lettersanddocumentslirectedto all partsof the country

This life | led four years;duringmy ramblesl| studiedthe characteof

theinhabitantsandcopied,asfar aspossible their habits. The people
generallyaredistinguishedor the politenesf their mannersandthe
sensiblenessf their notions. The citizensof the town of Maholki, only,

arewantingin re nementandjudgment;they arethorntrees;very ob-
stinateandcrabbedn dispositionandgreatgossipswithal; let onetake
you by the buttonandyou cannotgetaway easily

Eachprovinceis peopledby its own raceof trees;in the countryeach
village hasonesect;but thelarge cities containa mixed population.

| hada goodopportunity ascouriegeneralto obsere the peculiarities
of thesepeople,andl shallnow describetheir polity andreligion, their
laws andsciences.
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Chapter 5

The Kingdom Potu And It' s
Inhabitants

The kingdom of Potu is enclosedwithin very narrav boundariesand
occupiesout asmallspaceof theinnerglobe.

ThewholeplanetNazaris scarcelysix hundredmilesin circumference,
andmay betravelled over its whole extentwithout guideor interpretey

for thereis but onelanguagehroughout As the Europeansnourglobe

take the rst rank amongthe nations,so arethe Potuansdistinguished
amongthe nationsof Nazarfor their virtue andunderstanding.

Theroadsaredottedby stonepillars, which, coveredwith inscriptions,
denoteevery mile; af x edto themarehandspointingtheroadto every
city andvillage;—splendiccitiesandprosperouwillages! The country
is intersectedy greaterandlessercanals,on which boatspropelledby

oars,skim with wonderfulcelerity The oarsaredrivenby self-moving

machinesso quietly that very little motionis givento the water The
planetNazarhasthe samemotionwith the earth,andall the peculiari-
tiesof thelatterplanet:nightandday;spring,summerautumnandwin-

ter. Theinhabitantsconsistof oak, lime, poplar thorn,andpinetrees,
from which the months—therebeing six in eachsubterraneayear—

take theirnames.
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Thechronologyis peculiar being x edby remarkableccurrencesTheir
oldesttradition is, that threethousandyearsago, a mighty cometap-
pearedjmmediatelyafter which followed a ood, which sweptoff all
theracesof treesanimals &c., with theexceptionof oneor two of each
race,who sazedthemselesupona high mountain,andfrom whomde-
scendedhe presentinhabitants. Corn and other grain with the fruits
commonto Europe,grow herein greatprofusion. The watersare lled
with sh, anduponthe banksof the riversare seatedsplendidcountry
houses.Their drink is preparedrom certainherbs,which bloomat all
timesof theyear

In Potuis established very usefullaw calledthe“generationaw.”

This law variesthe libertiesand advantagef the peopleaccordingto
the numberof childreneachonepossessesrhus,hewhois the father
of six childrenis exemptedfrom all commonand extraordinarytaxes.
Thereforegenerations quite asusefulanddesirablen this countryas
on the earthit is burthensomenddangerousbelonv groundnever was
suchathingimaginedasa small-pox-tax.

No onecanholdtwo of ces atonce.lt is thoughtthateachof ce, how-
ever small, requiresthe sole attentionof its occupant,and that none
shouldbe employedin thatwhich they do notunderstand.

| remembeto have heardthe philosopheiRakbasispeakthus: “Every
one shouldknow his own talents,and shouldimpartially judge of his
own meritsandfaults;otherwisethe actormustbe considereanoresen-
siblethannaturalmen;for he choosesnot the bestpart, but thatwhich
he canexecutebest. Shall we allow the actorto be wiser on the stage
thanwein life?”

Theinhabitantof thiskingdomarenotdividedinto classesthosealone
beingregardedwho arenotedfor virtue andindustry The highestrank,
if rankit maybecalled,is givento thosewho possesshegreateshum-
berof branchesthey beingenabledo do the mostwork.
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Chapter 6

The Religion Of The Potuans

Thesystemof religionin Potuis very simple.

It is forbidden,underpainof banishmento the rmament, to explainthe
holy books;whoerer daresto disputethe beingandnatureof the Deity,
is sentto the mad—houseandis bled. It is foolish, they say to attempt
to describeéhatto which our sensesireasblind astheeyesof theowl in
sunshineAll agreen worshipinga superiorbeing,whoseomnipotence
hascreatecandwhoseprovidencemaintainsall things.Eachoneis per
mittedto think andworshipashepleasesthey only who publicly attack
the prevailing religion, are punishedas peace-disturbersThe people
prayseldom but with soardenta devotion, thatalooker-onwould think
themenrapturediuringthe continuancef the prayer

| told themthat it was our customto pray and sing psalms,while at
our domesticduties. This they blamed. “An earthlyking,” saidthey,
“would beangryshouldonewho cameto petitionfor somethingprush
his clothesandcombhis hair in the presencef his sovereign’.

They have mary curiousnotionsof religion, whichthey defendvery art-
fully; for example,whenl remarledto someof themwhosefriendship
| hadgained,thatthey could not expectto be blessedafterdeath,since
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they walked in darknesdhere,they answered:*"He, who with severity
condemneatherswashimselfin dangerof beingcondemned.

| onceadvisedhemto prayeveryday They did notdery theimportance
of prayer but thoughttruereligion consistedn obeying thewill of God.
“Supposé, continuedthey, “that aking hastwo kindsof subjectssome
errevery day, violating from ignoranceor malicetheruler'scommands;
they comeeachday with petitionsanddeprecationso the palace,bey
pardonfor their faults,anddepartonly to recommitthem.

“The otherscomeseldom,and never voluntarily to court, but execute
faithfully and diligently every of the king's commands,and thereby
evincetherespectndloyalty dueto him.

“Will not the king think thesedeservingof his love, as good subjects
andfaithful; but, on the contrary thoseasevil subjectspburthensomes
well for their misdeedssfor their frequentpetitions?”

Thereare ve festival daysduringthe year The rst of these,which
takesplaceat the beginning of the oakmonth,is solemnizedvith great
devotion, in dark places,wherenot a ray of light is sufferedto enter
signifying thatthe beingthey worshipis inconcevable. The festival is
calledthe “inconcevable-Gods-day’ The whole day, from sunriseto
sunsetthe peopleremainimmovable,engagedin earnesandheart-felt
prayer In thefour otherfestivals, thanksto Godfor his blessingform
the principalceremonies.
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Chapter 7

The Potuan Constitution

In the kingdomof Potuthe crown is inherited,aswith us, by the eldest
sonof theking, whosepower is absolute.The governmenthowever, is

ratherfatherlythantyrannical.Justiceis notmetedandboundedoy law

alone but is theresultof principle,a principle of thewidestphilosophic
comprehensionThus,monarcly andliberty are closelyunited,which

otherwisewould beinimical to eachother Theruler seekdo maintain,
asfaraspossibleanequalityamonghis subjects Honorsarenotlimited

to ary class;but thepoorerandmoreignorantarecalleduponto receve

their opinionsfrom and submitto the decisionsof the richerandmore
intelligent: theyoungareto respectheaged.

The annalsof Potushav that somecenturiesago, certainclasseswvere
highly favored by the laws to the exclusion of the greatbody of the
peoplefrequentdisturbancebadbeentheresultof this favoritism, till a
citizenof thetown Keba,proposednalterationin thelaws, by whichall
distinctionsof classwereabolishedandwhile the of ce of king should
still remainhereditary all the other of cers of governmentshouldbe
subjectto thewill of the people all of whomshouldbeallowedto vote,
who couldreadandwrite, atleast,their names.

Accordingto the customof the subterraneanis suchaffairs, thisintel-
ligentandpatrioticcitizenwasled to themarketplacewith aropeabout
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his neck: his propositionwas consideredand after grave deliberation
wasadoptedasconducve to thegeneralnterest.

Themover wasthencarriedin triumphthroughthe city, honoredby the
gratefulshoutsof the people.

He, who hasthe mostnumerousoffspring, is regardedasthe mostde-
servingcitizen; heis honoredaborve all otherswithout exception.

Suchmenarelooked uponasheroes,andtheir memoryis saintedby
posterity They only receve the name which on the earthis awardedto
thedisturbersandenemieof therace—thenameof—qgreat!

It is very easyto conceve of the degreein which AlexanderandJulius
Caesamwould be prizedby this people;both of whom not only hadno
childrenthemseles,but murderednillions of the offspring of others.

| remembeto have readthe following inscriptionon thetomb of a Ke-
banpeasant:

“Here lies Jorktanthe great,the heroof his time, fatherof thirty chil-
dren’

Among the court of cers the Kadori, or grand-chamberlairis the su-
perior Next after him comesthe Smizian, or treasurer In my time,
the sevenbranchedvidow, Kahagna,lled the latter place. Shewasa
virtuous and industriouswoman; althoughher dutieswere mary and
important,shenursedherchild herself.| remarled once,thatl thought
thisto betroublesomeandun t for sogreatalady. | wasrepliedto in
thiswise: “For whatpurposéhasnaturegivenbreastdo woman~?for the
ornamenbf thebodyalone,—offor thenourishmenbof their children?”

The crown princewasa child of six years;his governorwasthe wisest
treein the kingdom. | have seenan abstractof moral philosoply and
policy, written by him for the use of the prince, the title of which is
MahaldaLibal Helit, which in the subterraneatanguagemeans,The
Country's Rudder It containgmary fundamentadndusefulpreceptsof
which| recollectthe following:

“1st. Neitherpraisenor blameshouldbetoo hastily credited;judgment
shouldbe deferreduntil accurate&knowledgeof the matteris obtained.

“2d. Whena treeis accusedf ary crime, andthe accusations sup-
ported,thenthelife of the culprit mustbe examined,his goodandevil
actionsmustbe comparedandjudgmentbe givenaccordingo the pre-
ponderancef either
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“3d. The king mustbe accuratelyacquaintedvith the opinionsof his
subjectsandmuststrive to keepunionamongthem.

“4th. Punishmenis notlessnecessarthanreward. Theformerrestrains
evil; thelatterpromotesgood.

“5th. Soundreasonteacheghat especialregard shouldbe hadto the
tness of candidateso public of ces; but, thoughpiety andhonestygo
to form thegreatestnerit, yet, astheappearancef thesevirtuesis often
imposedon usfor thereality, no treeshouldbe severely judgedtill he
getsinto of ce, whenhewill shav himselfwhatheis.

“6th. To make a treasurerof a poor man, or a bankrupt,is to make a
hungrywolf purveyor of the kitchen. The caseof a rich miseris still
strongerthe bankruptor the penniles$ may setboundsto their pecula-
tion; themisernever hasenough.

“Tth. Whentheprevalenceof vicerendersareformatiomecessarygreat
careanddeliberationmustbe used;to banishat once,andin a mass,
old androotedfaults,would be like prescribingaxative andrestringent
medicinesatthe sametime to aninvalid.

“8th. They who boldly promiseeverything,andtake uponthemseles
mary duties, are eitherfools who know not their own powers or the
importanceof affairs, or aremeanandunjustcitizenswho regard their
own andnottheir countrys welfare”

Transcribers Note: penrylessamendedo penniless
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Chapter 8

The AcademiesOf Potu

In this kingdomarethreeacademiespnein Potu,onein Keba,andone
in Nahami.

The sciencegaughtin themarehistory, political economy mathemat-
ics, andjurisprudence. Their theologicalcreedis so shortthatit can
be written on two pages.It containsthis doctrinesimply, thatGod, the
creatorof all things,shallbelovedandhonored;andthatHe will, in an
otherlife, reward usfor our virtuesand punishus for our vices. The-
ology forms no partof anacademicatourse asit is forbiddenby law
to discusghesematters.Neitheris medicinenumberedcamongthe stud-
ies; for, asthe treeslive moderatelythereis no suchthing asinternal
disease.

The studentsare employed in solving complicatedand dif cult ques-
tions, and he who mostelegantly and clearly explains his question,is
entitledto a reward. No one studiesmore thanone science andthus
eachgetsafull knowledgeof his peculiarsubject.

Theteacherghemselesareobligedto give, eachyear a proof of their
learning. Theteacherof philosoply arerequiredto solve someprob-
lem in morals;the historiansto elaborate somepassagén history;the
jurists, to elucidatesomeintricate point of law; theselast arethe only
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professorsexpectedto be goodorators. | told them that the study of

rhetoricwascommonto all studentsn our colleges,andthatall studies
werememgedin it. They disappreedof this, saying,thatshouldall me-
chanicsstrive to make a masterlyshoe the work of mostwould be bad,
andthe shoemakrsalonewould win the prize.

Besidegheseacademiegherearepreparatorgymnasiumsywheregreat
pains are taken to discover the bent of the young, that they may be

broughtup in that scienceto which they arebest tted. While | was
atthe seminaryof Keba,the bishophadfour sonsthere,preparingfor a

military course;four others,whosefatherwasa counselloywerelearn-
ing mechanicahrts, and two maidenswere studyingnavigation. The

rank andsex of the scholarsare entirely overlooked, in their regardto

tness andpropriety

Hewhochallengesinotheto ght, losesforeverhisrightto useweapons,
andis condemnedo live underguardianshipasonewho cannotcurb
hispassion®rtemperisjudgment.l obseredthatthenamewf parties
who goto law, arekeptsecrefrom thejudge,henotbeinganinhabitant
of the placewherethe trial is carriedon. The objectof this singular
law is to preventall partiality andbribery on the part of the judge, by
withholding from him all knowledgeof thein uence or propertyof the
litigants.

Justiceis executedwithout regard to persons.Theking, indeed,is not
requiredto appeatin court,but afterdeath his memoryis putto the bar
of public opinion, andhis life is vindicatedor condemnedhroughthe
peoples'adwocates.This trial takesplacebeforethe Senateandjudg-
mentis freely pronouncedaccordingto the weight of the evidence. A
heraldproclaimsthe decision,which is inscribedon the king's monu-
ment. The words usedin thesetrials are: Praisavorthy,—good,—not
bad,—moderate,—tolerablé&Sentencemust be pronouncedy one of
thesewords.

The Potuangive the following reasorfor this custom.Theliving king

cannotbe broughtto justice without causingrebellion. As long ashe

lives, the peopleowe to him blind obedienceand constantreverence.
But whentheking is dead thebondbetweerthemis dissohed,and,his

memorybelongingto them,they areboundto justify it ashisvirtuesand
vicesprincipally affectedthemseles.

The Potuanicannalsshav thatfor centuriesonly oneking hasreceved
thelastdegreeof judgment—tolerable—oin their tongue:Rip-fac-si
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ThiswasKing Mikleta. Althoughthe Potuansarewell versedin arms,
anddefendthemselesbravely, whenattacled,they never make war on
others.

But this king excited by a miserabledesireto extendthe bordersof his
empire,enterednto an offensive war with his neighborsandsubdued
mary of them.

ThePotuangained,ndeedjn powerandwealth,but they sufferedmore
from thelossof friendshipandtheincreaseof fearandervy in the con-
guered.The honorableregard for justiceandequity, to which they had
hithertoowed their prosperityand supremay, began from thattime to
fade.Onthedeathof Mikleta, however, the peoplerecoveredfrom their
folly, andshovedtheirregretfor it, while atthe sametime they regained
thegoodwill of their neighborshy putting a blot uponthe memoryof
theirruler.

But, to returnto myself. | took but little pleasuren associatingvith my
companionsa setof absurdtrees,who constantlyridiculed me for my
quick perception.

This quality, | have alreadysaid,| wasblamedfor, very earlyin my ca-
reerbut by learnedrees with grave anddigni ed complaisanceThese
saplings$, onthe contrary pesterednewith silly nicknamesFor exam-
ple, they tookamaliciousdelightin calling me Skabbawhichmeansan
untimelyor unripething.

Transcribers Note: sapplingsamendedo saplings
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Chapter 9

The Journey Around The
PlanetNazar

| hadnow performedhetoilsomedutiesof a courierfor two years hav-
ing beenevery wherewith ordersandletters.| wastired of thistrouble-
someandunbecomingpusiness! sentto theking petitionafterpetition,
askingfor my dischage, andsoliciting for a more honorableappoint-
ment. But | wasrepeatedlyrefused,for his majestydid not think my
abilitieswould warrantpromotion.He condescendetb refermeto the
laws andcustomswhich allowedthoseonly to be placedin respectable
andimportantof ces, who were tted for themby talentandvirtue. It
was necessaryhe continued,that | shouldremainwherel was,till 1
could,by my merits,pave my way to distinction.He concludedhus:

Studyto know yourself,is wisdom'srule;

Thewise manreasons,—blunderstill, thefool.
Strive not with feeblepowersgreatweightsto move,
Beforeyour shoulderdong experienceprove.

| wasthusobligedto remain,aspatientlyasl! could,in my old service,
amusingmyselfin thinking how to bring my talentsto thelight. In my
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continualjourneys aboutthe country | studiedthe natureof the people,
the quality of the soil; and,in short,becameaccuratelyacquaintedvith
every thing worthy of obsenation. That| might not forget ary thing,
| usedmyselfto write notesof eachjourngy. Thesenotesl enlaged
afterwards,aswell as| could, andwasthus enabledto deliver to the
king avolumeof considerableize.

| soonobsened that this work was far from being displeasingto his
majesty He readit throughwith attention,andthenrecommended to
the senatewith muchceremopw. It wassoondeterminedhat!| should
be madeuseof to discorer andmake known whatever therewasof in-
terestthroughoutthe planet. Truly! | expectedsomeotherreward for
my sleeplessightsandlaboriousdays,thanstill greaterburthens still
heavier travail. But | couldonly in silencesighwith the poet:

“Alas! thatVirtue shouldbe praisedby all,—
Shouldwarm,with its mild beamsall hearts:
Yet mockandfreezeits owner”

However, asl have alwayshada greatdesireto seeandhearevery thing
new, andexpected,withal, a magni cent reward from the really kind-
heartecking onmy return,| setaboutthis work with akind of pleasure.

Although the planetNazaris but aboutsix hundredmilesin circum-
ference,it seemsjo thetrees,of vastextent, principally on accountof
their slov movement. No Potuancould go roundit in lesstime than
two years,whereas|, with my long legs, couldtraverseit easilyin two
months.

| setoutonthisjourney in the Poplarmonth.

Mostof thethingswhich| shallnow relate aresocurious thatthereader
maybeeasilybroughtto believe themto bewritten from merewhim, or
atleastto bepoeticalcontrvance.Thephysicalandmoraldiversitiesare
somary andsogreat,onthis planet,thatamanwho hasonly considered
thedifferencebetweertheantipodalnationsof the earth,canform but a
faintideaof thesame.lt mustbe obseredthatthe nationsof Nazarare
dividedby soundsandseasandthatthis globeis akind of Archipelago.

It would bewearisomeo relateall my adventuresandl shalllimit my
remarksto thosepeoplewho seemedo methe mostremarkable.
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The only things which | found in commonwith all, were gure and
language All weretrees.Butin customsgesturesandsensesogreat
wasthediversity, thateachprovince appearedik e a newv world.

In Quamsothe province next to Potu, the inhabitantsare entirely oak
trees. They know not of bodily weaknes®r diseasebut arrive in per
fectandcontinuedhealthto avery greatage. They seenmto bethe most
fortunateof all creaturesbut | found,aftersomeintercoursewith them,
thatthis assumptiorwasa greatmistale. Although| never sav ary of
themsad,yet noneappearedo be hapgy. The purestheavenis never
impressve, but after a storm; so happinesss not appreciatedy these
oaks,becausét is neverinterruptedthey blessnot health,becaus¢hey
arenever sick. They spendtheir livesin tameanduninterruptedndif-
ference.Possessedf little politenessandgoodnes®f heart,their con-
versations cold andcheerlesstheirmannerstiff andhaughty Without
passionsthey arecrimelesswithoutweaknessthey arepitiless'.

Thosealoneto whompainandsicknesdring theremembrancef their
mortality, learnin their own sufferings,to sympathisevith andcompas-
sionatethe woesof others.

| wasnow in aland, wherel hada living proof of how muchthe oc-
currenceof painandthe fear of deathtendto producemutuallove and
cheerfulcorverseamongfellow beings.Here,for the rst time,l came
to know thefolly andsin of grumblingatthe Creatoyfor bringingupon
ustroubleandsuffering, which arereally goodfor us, andwhich pro-
ducethehappiestonsequences.

TheprovincelLalak,whichis sometimegalledMaskattapr the Blessed
Land,wasthenext in the orderof my journey. Thislandis very appro-
priatelynamed.All thingsspringforth spontaneously:

Here,betweermelonvinesandmoiststravberry

Flow milky brooksandamberstreamsf mead;

There lusciouswine, from crystaf, spoutsmoremerry,
As Bacchudrom his slumberhadbeenfreed.

Far down alongthe mountains verdantside,
Thelimpid juice, with goldenlustre,ripples.

In dales,softundulating,00zingglide
Sweetwaters,out of teemingnatures nipples;

Transcribers Note: pitylessamendedo pitiless
2Transcribers Note: chrystalamendedo crystal
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And treesof Paradiseheir brancheseach,
Bendingwith purpleplumandmellow peach.
Fromall thelandnutritious® savorsrise,

To blessits sons thenmountto scentthe skies.

Theseadwantageslo not, by ary meansmake theinhabitantshapypy. It
occurredo me,thatlaborerdn harsheclimatesaremuchbetteroff than
thesepeople who necessarilyanguishin idlenessandluxury.

Next to Lalak is Mardak,inhabitedby cypressesOf thesearedifferent
descentsrracesdeterminedy thenumberor shapeof theireyes.Here
is alist of thevarieties:

Nagiri, whohave oblongeyes;to whomall objectsappeanblong.Naquire,
whoseeyesaresquare.

Palampi,who have very smalleyes.

Jarakuwith two eyes,which areturnedin oppositedirections.
Mehanki,with threeeyes.

Panasukiwith four eyes.

Harrambawhoseeyesoccupy thewholeforeheadand nally,
Skodolki, who have asingleeye in the neck.

The most numerousand powerful of theseraces,are the Nagirians.
Kings, senatorsand priestsare always chosenfrom this class. None
are admittedto ary of ce, but thosewho acknavledgeandtestify by
oath,thata certaintable,dedicatedo the sunandplacedin thetemple,
is oblong. This tableis the holiestobjectof mardakaniavorship. The
oath,to betakenby aspirantgo honors,s asfollows:

“Kaki manaskajuihampumiriacjakku, mesimbriicaphancrukkia,man-
askarquebriadkrusondord.

In English:

“I swearthattheholy tableof thesunseem®blongto me,andl promise
to remainin this opinionuntil my lastbreath

Whenthe neoplyte, of eitherclass,hassworn this oath,heis takenup
amongthe Nagirians,andis quali ed for ary of ce. On the day after
my arrival, asl walkedin the marketplace| meta party bearinganold
manto the whipping post. | asked themthe natureof his offence,and

3Transcribers Note: nutriciousamendedo nutritious
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wastold thathe wasa heretic,who hadpublicly declaredhatthe holy
tableof the sunappearedquareo him.

| immediatelyenteredhetemple,beingcuriousto know whetheror not
my eyeswere orthodox. The table was certainly squareto my view,
and| saidsoto my landlord,on my return. This tree,who had been
recentlyappointeda churchwarden,drenv a deepsighon this occasion,
andconfessedhatit alsoseemedsquareto him, but that he darednot
expresssuchanopinion,openly from fearof beingejectedirom of ce,
if notworse.

Tremblingin every joint, | quietly left this region, fearful thatmy back
might suffer on accountof my heterodoxvision.

Theducty of Kimal is consideredhe mightiestandrichestof the states
onthis planet.Therearenumberlessilver mineswithin its borders:ithe
sandof its riversis coloredby gold, andits coastsare paved with pearl
oystersof the nest watet

Thepeopleof this province,neverthelessaremoremiserabldhanthose
of ary other| visited. They areminers,goldstrainersand pearldvers,
condemnedio themostinfamousslavery, drenchedn water or secluded
from air andlight, andall for the sale of deargain. How strangeand
senseless thelustfor brilliant baubles!

The possessorsf wealth are obliged to keepa continualwatch over
their property for thelandis full of robbers. None cantravel without
anarmedretinue.Thus,this people onwhichtheir neighbordook with

longingeyes,shoulddesere pity ratherthanexcite ervy. Fear mistrust
andjealousyragein all hearts:eachregardshis neighborasanenemy
Sorraws andterrors, sleeplessiights, pale facesand trembling hands
arethefruits of thatvery wealth,whichtheirneighbordook uponasthe
greatesgood.

My wanderingghroughKimal were the mostunpleasanand danger
ousin all my experience.My coursewastowardsthe east.| journeyed
amongmary people,who were generallypolite and social, but whose
customswere not singularenoughto merit particularattention. I had
muchcauseto wonder whenl cameamongthe Quambojasin whom
naturewas entirely penerted. The older thesepeoplegrow, the more
lustful they become. Rashnesslascviousnessand roguery increase
with years. None are suffered to hold of ces after the fortieth year
At this age,thewildnessandmoralinsensibilityof boyhoodbegins;the
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sportsof childhood,only, aretolerated.The treebecomesa minor, and
is placedunderthe guardianshipf his youngerrelations.

| did notthink it advisableto remainlongin Quambojawherein afew
years,| shouldbe sentencedo becomea child again.

| withesseda penersionof a differentkind in Kokleku. In the former
province,natureis theagentof this penersion;herethelaw is theagent.
TheKoklekuansarejunipertrees.

The malesalonecookandperformall domesticduties. In time of war,
they sene in the army, but alwaysin the ranks. To the females,are
entrustedall civil, divine andmilitary of ces. Thefemalesreasorthus:
Themalesareendavedwith greatebodily strengthandgreatempowers
of endurancethereforejt is clearthatnatureintendedhemto doall the
work. But this will keepthemso busy, thatthey will not have time to
think. Moreover, ascontinualphysicallabordegradeshe mind, if they
shouldpresumeo think, theirthoughtsvould bepuerile,andpractically
useless.Therefore,t is plain, thatto the femalesbelongsthe direction
of affairs. Thelady of the housemay be foundin the studywith books
and papersabouther, while the masteris in the kitchen cooking and
washing.

| sav mary mournfuleffectsof thisinconsistentustom.

In other places,femalesare to be found, who bring their chastityto
market and tradewith their charms. Here the young malessell their
nights, andfor this endcongrgatein certaindwellings, beforewhich
signsarehungout. Whenthesemalesgetto betootroublesomethey are
punishedasprostitutesare, elsavhere. Femalesstroll aboutthe streets,
beclonto the men,stareat them,whistleandcry psh!to them;chuckle
themunderthechinanddo all mannerof tricks, without the leastsense
of shame. Thesefemalesboastof their victories, asdandieswith us,
plumethemseleson their intimacgy with ladies,whoseonly favor may
have beena sharpbox on the ear Nonearehereblamedfor besiging
ayoungmalewith love lettersandpresentsBut a youngfellow would
be looked uponashaving outragedall deceng, shouldhe stammerout
afaintyes,to the rst entreatyof ayoungfemale.

At thetime | wasin the countryaterrible commotionaroseon account
of theviolation of a senatois sonby ayoungvirgin. Shewasgenerally
condemnedor this highhandedandabominableaction. The friendsof

the youthinsistedthat sheshouldbe prosecutedandif the crimewere
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proved, sentencedo mendthe youngfellow's honorby marryinghim,
especiallyasit could be sworn to that he hadlived a pureandvirtuous
life till thislibertinesshadseducedim.

BlessedEurope! | exclaimedon this occasion;thrice blessedFrance
andEngland!'wherethenames—weadr sex—frail vessels—areaoidle

names:—wheréhewivesaresoentirelysubjectedo theirhusbandshat
they seemto berathermachinesr automatonshancreaturegendaved

with freewill andnobleaspirations!

The mostsplendidbuilding in Koklekuis the Queens harem,in which

threehundredbeautifulyoungfellows are shutup for life. Sojealous
is thequeenthatno femaleis allowedto approactthe walls within one
hundredyards. Never beholdingary of their racebut the queenanda

few driedupandugly spinstersthe poor creaturesvegetate,mindless
andjoyless.

Having heard,accidentallythatmy form hadbeenpraisedin the pres-
enceof the queen,l hastily escapedrom this unnaturalandexecrable
land:

—Fearto my feetgave wings.

Continuingmy coursestill to theeast,| cameto the philosophical-land,
asits inhabitantsyhoareprincipallyengagedn thestudyof philosoply
andthesciencesyain-gloriouslycall it. | hadlong andearnestlyvished
to seethis land, which | enthusiasticallyascribedto be the seatof the
muses.

| hurried on with all possiblecelerity But the roadswere so full of
stones,holesand bogs, that | was delayed,besmirchedand bruised.
However, | enduredthesetroublespatiently anticipatingthe delights
thatawaitedme, andwell knowing thatthe pathto paradises not over
roses. When| had struggledonward for an hour | met a peasantpf
whom, after salutinghim, I demandechow far distantthe bordersof
Maskattiawere?*Y oushouldratherask; hereplied,“how faryoumust
go back;—foryou arenow in thevery middleof it!”

In greatastonishment asled, “How is it, thata landinhabitedby pure
philosophersshouldappeatik e theabodeof wild animalsandignorant
barbarians?”“Indeed; saidthe peasant,lt would look betterif the
peoplecould nd time to attendto suchtri es. At presenthey mustbe
excusedfor they have higherandnoblerthingsin their headsthey are
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now speculatingaboutthe shortestroadto the sun. Nobody canblow
andswallow atthesametime?”

| understoodhe meaningof the cunningpeasantandleft him, afterget-
ting the directionto the capital city, Casea.Insteadof guardsandthe
usualcollectionaboutthe gatesof a large town, hensand geesestrut-
tedaboutat their ease:in the crevicesof the gate hungbirds-nestsand
cobwebs.

In the streetsphilosophersand swinewere mingledtogethey and both
classedeingalike Ith y, they wereonly to bedistinguishedrom each
otherby form.

The philosopheravore a kind of cloak, of the color of which | should
not dareto give anopinion, sothick wasthe dirt uponthem. | wasrun
into by oneof thesewise men,who seemedo be enrapturedby some
speculation.

“I beg pardonmasterof arts!” | exclaimed,“may | askof youthename
of this town?” He stoodfor sometime immovable, with closedeyes;
thenrecoveringsomavhatfrom histrance androlling his eyesupwards,
he muttered:*"We arenotfar from noon!”

This untimelyansweywhich betrayeda perfectinsensibility corvinced
me that intelligenceresulting from methodicaland practical study is
preferableo thetorpid insanityincidentto muchlearning.

| wenton, hopingto meetwith somesensibleanimal,or ary bodyrather
thana philosopher In the market-place,—avery extensve square,—
wereagreatmary statuesandpillars, coveredwith inscriptions.

| approachedneof themto get,if possiblethe meaningof thecharac-
ters. While engagedin spellingthe words, my back suddenlybecame
warm,andimmediatelyafter| felt warmwatertrickling dovn my legs.

| turnedroundto discover the fountainof the stream,and,lo! an ab-

stractedohilosophemasperforming,at easeon my back,the sameop-

erationthatthe dogsdo againstthe study

Thisinfamousdtrick excitedmy wrath,andl gave him a severeblow.

The philosopherregainedhis wits at this, and seizingme by the hair,
draggedme aroundthe market-place. Our strugglessoonbroughtus
both to the ground. Then a multitude of philosopherscamerunning
towardsus, andhaving draggedme from undermy opponentpeatme
with their stickstill 1 becamesenseless! wasthen carriedto a large
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houseand thrown into the middle of the hall. | now recoveredin a
measurdrom my ill treatment.On seeingthis, the wise manwho rst
insultedme, recommencedtb beatme, notwithstandingny prayersfor
merg. | now learnedthatthe intensityof no angercanbe comparedo
thephilosophicalandthattheteacher®f virtue andmoderatiorarenot
calleduponto practisethe same.Thelongermy oppressobeatme,the
moredid his blood boil. At lasttherecameinto the hall four sophists,
whosecloaksproclaimedthemto be of a differentclassfrom my late
tyrants.They hadsomecompassiorior me,andsoothedherageof the
others.l wastakento anothethouse andright gladwasl to escapehe
handsof the bandits,andgetamonghonestpeople.

| relatedto my protectorsthe causeof the calamity They laughed
heartily at the whole matter andthenexplainedto me thatthe philoso-
pher absorbedn deepthought, had mistalen me for a pillar before
whichit is customaryon certainnaturaloccasionsto stop.

Justwhenl supposednyselfin safety | nearlygave up the ghostfrom
fear | wasledinto adissectingoom, lled with bonesanddeadbodies,
the stenchfrom which wasintolerable. After languishingin this dis-
gustingdenfor half anhour, thelady of thehousebroughtin my dinneg
which shehad preparedcherself. Shewasvery polite andamiable;but
looked at me closely andsighedcontinually | askedthe reasorof her
sorrav. Sheanswered;that shebecamesick whenshethoughtof what
| wasto suffer”

“You have,indeed, shesaid,“come amonghonestpeople,for my hus-
band,wholivesin thishousejs adoctorof medicineandtheothersare
his colleagues:but your uncommon gure hasawakenedtheir curios-
ity, andthey have determinedo take your internalstructureinto close
consideration.In ne, they intendto cut you up, in the hopeof nd-
ing somenewn phenomenan anatomy | wasthunderstruckat hearing
thesetidings. | criedoutindignantly:

“How canpeoplebecalledhonestmadam!who entertairstrangersnly
to cutthemup?”

“Y oushouldstickyour ngersin theground; shereplied,“andsmellthe
landyou have gotinto!” | beggedherwith tearsin my eyesto intercede
for me. Sheanswered;My intercessiorwould be of no serviceto you:
but| will ende&or to save you by othermeans. Shethentook my hand,
carefullyled meout by abackdoor, andguidedmeto thecity gate.

http://ADLab.info



44 LOUISHOLBERG

Herel would have taken leave of my kind andgentleguide; but while

manifestingmy gratitudein the mostlively expressionsshesuddenly
interruptedmy speechandsigni ed her intention not to leave me till

| shouldbe in perfectsafety Shewould not be persuadedo return.
We walked on together Meanwhilesheentertainedne with just and
sensibleremarkson the customsandfollies of the people. Afterwards
sheturnedthe discourseto more delicatematters. We were at some
distancerom the city. My soft companioradwertedto the dangerfrom

which shehad sared me, and suddenlydemandedf me, in return,a
politenessvhichwasmorallyimpossible.

Shetold me with muchfeeling andwarmthof the unfortunatefate of
femalesin this land:—thatthe philosophersentirely absorbedy their
speculationsandburied amongtheir books,neglectto analarmingex-
tent, the dutiesof marriage.“Y es; shecontinued,’l canswearto you,
that we shouldbe wholly undoneif somepolite traveller did not oc-
casionallytake pity on our miserablecondition, and mitigate our tor-
ment$”

| pretendeahotto understantiermeaningandshavedtheusualcommon-
placeandcomplacensympatly.

But my coolnesswvas asoil to the ame. | increasedny pace. The
poorlady, whosehearthadhithertobeensubjectedo the sweet-smiling
goddessnow changedo afury.

| ed from my new danger Fearandlengthof legs enabledmeto out-
strip her. Mingled with her shrieks,opprobriousepithetsfell fast;the
lastl coulddistinguishwere: Kaki Spalaki—ungratefulhound!

| passedn to otherprovinces,in which | found but little uncommon
andpeculiar

| now thoughtthat | had seenall the wondersof Nazar But whenl

cameto the land of Cabac,more curiousand more incrediblethings
weredisclosedo my gaze.Amongthe Cabacanshereis a certainclass
without heads. Theseare born without that appendage.They speak
througha hole in the middle of the breast. On accountof this natural
defectthey aregenerallyexcludedfrom of ces wherebrainsarethought
to be useful. They are notwithstandinga serviceableclass: the most

4Transcribers Note: Closingquotesaddedto the paragraptending”... mitigate
ourtorments.
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of themareto be seenat court; being gentlemerof the bed-chamber
stavardsof the householdkeepersf the harem &c.

Beadlesyestry-clerksand suchbrainlessof cers are chosenfrom this
class.

Occasionallyoneof themis takenup into the senategitherby the par
ticular favor of government,or throughthe in uence of friends. This
is done,generally without injury to the country; for it is well known
thatthe businessf the countryis carriedon by afew senatorsandthat
therestareonly usefulto |l the seatsandagreeandsubscribeo the
determination®f theleaders.

Theinhabitantsof the two provinces,CambaraandSpelek,areall lime
trees. But their resemblancendsin form. The Cambarangive only
aboutfour years.The Spelekianspn the otherhand,attainto the won-
derfulageof four hundredyears.

In theformerplace,the peoplehave their full growth afew weeksafter
birth, and nish their educationbeforethe rst year During the three
remainingyearsthey preparefor death. The province appearedo be a
true Platonicrepublic,in which all the virtuesreachedo their perfec-
tion. Theinhabitants,on accountof their shortlives, are,asit were,
continuallyon thewing. They regardthis life asa gatethroughwhich
they hastily pass.Their heartsare x edon the future ratherthanon the
present.They maybecalledtrue philosophersfor they carenotfor lux-
ury andpleasureut strive throughfear of God, virtuousactions,and
clearconsciencedp make themselesworthy of eternalhappinessin
aword, thisland seemedo bethe habitationof saintsandangels;—the
only schoolof virtue.

| washerebroughtto think of theunreasonableness$ thosewho grum-
ble attheshortnessf life, —thosequarrellerswith providencelLife can
be calledshortwhenpassedn luxury andidleness.The shortestife is
longwhenit is well employed.

In Spelekonthecontrary all thevicescommonto erringcreatureseem
to be congrgyated. The peoplehave only the presenin their minds,for
the future hasno sensiblevanishingpoint. Sincerity honesty chastity
anddeceng havetaken ight to give placeto falsehoodlascviousness,
andbadmanners.

http://ADLab.info



46 LOUISHOLBERG

| washapyy to getaway from this province, althoughl wasobligedto
traversedesolateandrocky regionswhich lay beyondit. Thesedeserts
separat&pelekfrom Spalankor the“InnocentLand’

This nameis obtainedfrom the meeknessndinnocenceof the inhabi-
tants. Theseareall stoneoaks,andarethoughtto be the happiesof all
sensiblebeings. They arenot subjectto any agitationof mind, andare
freefrom all vices.

Free,of compulsionignorant,did all obey
Thesimplerulesof nature.Justiceeasy
And virtue unadornedhey practisedfor unknavn
Werepunishmenaindfear Onno holy stone
Weremenacegngraed: no holy table
Declaredhethundersf thelaw. Nonetrembled
At theruler's frown or nod: but, withoutguard,—
With sharpenedteelon shouldereadypoised,—
Or castledwall bristling with murderstools,
Wereall rankssafe.On no battle- eld
Wasvictor crovnedor bloodyaltar
Heapedwith hiskinsmens corpses.

With sports
And pleasantales,in infantinnocencehey lived
(Theinnocencehatliesin motherslap unstained.)
Thuspassedhey from thefond embraceof peace,
With easychangeo Deaths determinedyrasp.

Whenl| cameto this province, | found that the reputationwhich these
peoplehadgained,namely: thatthey practisedvirtue from inclination
ratherthanfrom the authorityof law—waswell founded.

But aservy andambitionwereentirely unknavn to them,—thenduce-
mentsto excel,andthewill for greatthingswerewanting.

They hadno palacesno courts,no ne buildings. They hadno mag-
istratesto administerlaw; no avariceto carry themto court. In ne,
althoughwithout vices, they knev nothing of the arts,—of splendid
virtues,—norof ary of thethingswhichre ne apeople.They appeared
to beratheranoakforestthana sensibleandthoughtfulnation.

| travellednext throughtheprovinceKiliak. Thenatvesof this province
are born with certainmarkson their foreheadswhich point out how
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long they will live. At rst | imaginedthesepeopleto be hapyy, as
deathcould never overtale them unexpectedly nor tearthemaway in
themidstof their sins.But aseachoneknows onwhatday heshalldie,
it is usualto postponeaepentancdill thelasthour They only arereally
piouswho beagin to singtheir deathsong.

| sav severalmove aboutthe streetswith droopingheadsandmiserable
looks—thesignsupontheir foreheadgroclaimedtheir speedydissolu-
tion.

They countedtheir remaininghoursandminutesupontheir ngers, and
regardedwith horrortherapidity of time.

TheCreatorswisdomandgoodness$o usin thisrespecbecamebvious
to mein this land. | couldno longerdoubtthatit is betterfor usto be
ignorantof thefuture.

FromKiliak | sailedoverablacksoundo thekingdomof Askarak;there
new wonderggreetedne. While in Cabacpeopleareto beseenwithout
headshere,onthecontrary individualscomeinto theworld with seven
heads.Theseare greatuniversalgeniuses.In formertimes,they were
worshipedwith almostdivine venerationandweremadesenatorschief
magistrates&c. As they hadasmary plansandexpedientsas heads,
they executedwith zealandrapidity mary differentthings,andwhile

thegovernmentwasin their handstherewasnothingleft unchanged.

Butasthey madeseveralsetsof ideaseffective atonce,it happenedvery
naturally thattheseideascamein contactwith eachother At last,they
mingled togetherso intricately that the seven-headedjeniusescould
not discriminatein from out. The affairs of governmentoecamesodis-
orderedthat centurieswere requiredto restorethemto the simplicity
from which theseall-knowing magistratesiadbroughtthem.

A law hadbeenestablishedbeforel wentthere,by which all seven-
headedbeoplewere excludedfrom importantof ces, andthe adminis-
trationof governmentwasgivento simpleandordinarypersonsthatis,
personswith but onehead.

Themary-headedow occupy thesameplacesastheheadlessf Cabac.

Beyond Askarak,and separatedrom it by extensve deserts)ays the
Duchy of Bostanki. The Bostankinsresemblehe Potuansn their ex-
ternalform. Their internal constructionis very singular The heartis
placedin theright leg; sothatit may beliterally saidof them,thattheir
heartsarein their breeches.
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They arenotoriousfor beingthe greatestowardsamongall theinhabi-
tantsof Nazar

Angry, from faintnessandfatigue,| cameto atavernnearthecity gates.
| could not abstainfrom growling at the landlordbecauséne could not
provide whatl calledfor. The poorfellow fell on his kneesbeforeme,
beggedmy pardonamidtearsandgroansandheldhisright leg towards
methatl mightfeelhow his heartbeat.

At this | laughedandalmostforgotto beangry | wipedthetearsfrom
the poorsinners eyes,andtold him notto beafraid. He roseup, kissed
my hand, and went out to preparemy food. Not long after, | heard
lamentablecriesandhowls in thekitchen.| hastenedhither, andto my
greatastonishmentsav the humbleandtrembling Monsieurpoltroon
encaged,very valiantly, in beatinghis wife andsenantgirls. Whenhe
perceved me hetook to ight. | turnedto the weepingwife andgirls
anddemandeavhatcould have excited suchterribleangerin my lamb-
like host. They stoodfor sometime, silently, with their eyes x ed on
the ground. At length, the wife repliedin the following words: “You
do not seemdearstranger!to have muchknowledgeof humannature.
The citizensof this place,who darenot look at anarmedenemy and,
attheleastnoise,creeplike miceinto holes,hectorin the kitchens,and
tyrannizeover usfeeblewomen’.

Thoroughlydisgustedoy the meanand cowardly spirit of this people,
| hired a boatto go to Mikolak. On landing| missedmy outer coat,
which | recollectedo have putin the boatat starting. After quarrelling
alongtime with theboatmanwho deniedall knowvledgeof it, | wentto
amagistrateandrelatedthe whole matterto him. | assertedhat! had
atleastaright to demandmy own propertyif | couldnotsueatlaw one
with whom| hadentrustedny goods.

The boatmanstill deniedthe theft, and requiredthat| shouldbe pun-
ishedfor wrongly accusinghim. In this doubtful case,the court de-
mandedwitnesses.This demand could not answey but proposedhat
my opponenshouldtake oathon hisinnocence.

At this proposalthe judge smiled and said: “In this land, my friend,
thereis no weightin religious con rmation. The laws are our gods.
Proof must, therefore,be given in a formal manney by witnessesor
written documentsWhoever cannotdo this not only losetheir case put
aresubjectto punishmentor maliciousaccusationProve your caseby
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witnessesandyou will getyour own again’” | lost my case but from
regardto the hospitalitydueto strangerswasnot punished.

| hadfar morereasonto pity this peoplethanto regret my own loss.
How weakis thatsocietywhichreliesfor its safetyon barehumanlaws.
It is like a city built on a volcanic mountain! Little rmness hasthat
political structurewhich restsnot on the foundationof religion.

Leaving this atheisticland, | crosseda very high mountainto Bragmat,
which laysin adaleatthefoot of the mountain.The peopleof this city
arejunipertrees. The rst thatl metrushedtowardsme, andpressing
with theweightof his body, felled meto theground.Whenl demanded
the reasonof this rough salutation,he beggedmy pardonin the most
polite andelegantexpressions A few minutesafter, anotherstruckme
in the sidewith a hedge-poleandlik ewise excusedhis carelessness
aprettyspeechl thoughtthey mustbe blind, andgave to all | passec
very wide berth.

| wasafterwardsinformedthat someamongthemwere possessedf a
very sharpsight, so that they canbeholdobjectsfar beyond the view
of others,but they could not seewhatwasdirectly beforethem. These
sharp-sightegheopleare calledMakkati, andare,mostof them,adepts
in astronomyandtranscendentadhilosoply.

| passedhroughseveralotherprovinces,in which I found nothingwor-
thy to berecordedn this history; andreturnedto Potuafteranabsence
of two months.

| enteredthe city of Potuon thetenthday of the Ash month. The rst
thing | did wasto deliver my journalto the king, who orderedit to be
printed.

It mustbe obsered thatthe art of printing, which both the Europeans
andChineseclaim to have invented,hasbeenwell known in Nazarfor
ages.The Potuansvereso muchpleasedvith my bookthatthey were
nevertiredof readingit. Little treescarriedit aboutthestreetsandcried:
“Court-footmanSkabbas Travelsaroundthe Globe”

Puffed up by my success| now strove for higherthings,and awaited,
somavhatimpatiently anappointmento a greatandrespectablef ce.
My expectationsiot beinganswered| gave in a new petition,in which
| eulogizedmy work andclaimeda suitablereward for my uncommon
merit.
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Themild andbene centking wasmoved by my prayersandpromised
to keepmein gracioussemembrance.

He kept his promise,but not to my liking, for his graceconsistedonly
in makinganadditionto my stipend.

| hadpointedmy noseanothemway, but notdaringto pressheking with

morepetitions,| mademy complaintto the greatchancellor This very
sensiblgpersonagdistenedto mewith his usualurbanity andpromised
to sere me. At the sametime he advisedme to abandonmy unrea-
sonabledesiresandtake a moreexactview of my weakjudgmentand
generalinsigni cance. “Nature; he said, “has beena step-motheito

you; you want, altogetherthe talentswhich clearthe roadto important
of ces. You mustcreepbeforeyou walk; andit is foolish to think of

ying withoutwings’ He acknavledgedmy merits: “But,” he contin-
ued,“it is notsuchmeritsasyoursthatwill give youadmittanceo State
affairs. If all merit shouldgive this right, thenevery painterandsculp-
tor, this for his skill in carving,thatfor his knowledgeof colors, might
demanda seatat the councilboard.Merit oughtto be rewarded but the
reward shouldbe adaptedo the object,thatthe Statemay not suffer.”

This speechstruck me, and had the effect to keepme very quiet for
sometime. But | could not endurethe thoughtof growing grey in my
baseemployment. | determinedon the desperatattempt,which | had
formerly consideredto improve the constitution,and thus, by a bold
stroke, to advancemy own andthe country's welfare.

Shortlybeforemy journey | hadstrictly examinedtheinternalcondition
of the kingdom, to discover the leastfailing in its machinery andthe
bestmeansgto remedyit. In the province Koklekul hadlearntthatthe
governmentwagglesin which womenhave a part. For beingby nature
vain, they strive to extendtheir power in every concevable direction,
andstopnottill they have procuredor themselesperfectandunlimited
dominion.

| concludedtherefore to proposethe exclusionof the fair sex from all
public of ces, andtrustedto geta sufciency of voiceson my sideby
placingthe casein its bestlight. 1t seemedan easymatter to me, to
corvince the male sex of the dangersto which they were exposed,if
they did not, in time, wealenthis femalepower.

| executedthis planwith all theartl waspossessedf, supportingt with
themostcogentreasonsandsentit to theking.
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He, who hadgiven me mary proofsof his favor, wasastonishedt this
miserableandimpertinentproject,ashe graciouslycalledit, andsaid,
thatit would fall outto my destruction.

But relying partly on my reasoningsand partly on the supportof the
wholemalepopulation,| heldobstinatelyto my plan. Accordingto law,
| wasled to the market-placewith a ropeaboutmy neck,to await the
decisionof the Council. Whenthecounsellordiadgiventheirvotes,the
sentencavassentto besubscribedby theking, whichbeingdone,it was
publicly readby a herald,asfollows:

“On matureconsiderationve adjudgethattheproposamadeby Sr: Sk-

abba, rst court-footmarto his majestyto excludethe secondsex from

publicof ces, cannotbeacceptedwithoutaffectingthepeaceandorder
of the kingdom: sincethe women,who form the half of our popula-
tion, would naturallybe excited by thisinnovation,andtherebybecome
hostileandtroublesomeo the government.Furthermorewe holdit to

be unjustto dery, to treesof excellentqualities,admissiorto of ces of

whichthey have hithertoshavn themselesto beworthy andespecially
it is incredible,that nature , which doesnothinginconsideratelyshould
have idly enduedthemwith superiorandvariedgifts. We believe the

welfare of the kingdomrequiresthat a regard shouldbe hadto tness

ratherthanto names,n the disposalof of ces. As thelandis not sel-

domin needof capablesubjectswe pronouncea statutewhich should
declareanentirehalf of theinhabitantsmerelyfrom birth, unworthy of

anduselessn affairs,to bedeplorable.

“After grave deliberationwe declarethis to bejustice: let the aforesaid
Skabbafor his no lessdespicableéhanbold proposal,suffer the usual
punishmentn suchcases.

The goodking took my misfortuneto heart,but did not seekto change
theresolutionof the Council. As a matterof form he signedthe warrant
for my execution. Yet with his characteristianildness,andin consid-
erationof my having beenbornandeducatedn a strangeworld, where
a quick andrecklessheadis thoughtto be a blessing,he commuted
my punishmento imprisonmenttill the beginning of the Birch month,
when,with otheranimals,| shouldbebanishedo the rmament. When
this sentencaevaspublished] wassentto prison.
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Chapter 10

The VoyageTo The Firmament

Twice ayear somevery large birds, called Kupakki or postbirds, are
wontto shav themseleson the planetNazar

They comeandgo atcertainregularperiodswhich hasgivenriseto var-
iousopinions.Somethink, thatinsectspf whichgreatmultitudesappear
atthe sameperiods,andwhich the birdsarevery fond of eating,entice
themdown to theplanet.Thisis my own notion. Thecircumstancethat
whentheseinsectsdisappearthe birds returnto the rmament, places
theopinionalmostbeyondall doubt. It is the samenstinct,which leads
certainspecie®f birdson our earthto migrateat regularperiods.

Othersbelieve, thatthesebirdsaretrainedlik e havks andotherbirds of
prey, to fetchbootyfrom otherlands. This conjecturds groundedupon
thegreatcarewith which they lay down their burdenswhentheir ight

is nished. This suppositions someavhatstrengthenetyy the fact,that
they becometameandgentlejust beforethey begin their ight, suffer-
ing themselesto bethrown into nets,underwhich they lie immovable.
Meanwhilethey arefed with insectdill theregularperiodarrives. Then
alongbox, justlargeenoughto hold atreeor man,is fastenedo arope,
whichis againtied to thelegs of the bird. Onthe banishmentay; food
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is withheld from them,the netsareraised,andthe kupakkiswing their
way to the rmament.

Two citizensof Potuhadbeendoomedo banishmentwith myself. One

wasa metaplysician,who hadoffendedthe law by makingsomesage
remarksupon the natureof spirits; the other was a fanatic, who, by

startingdoubtsconcerningheholinessof religion andthe uniting force

of thecivil law, wassuspectedio have designedhe overthrav of both.

Thislatterwould notregulatehimselfby the publicordinancesbecause,
he said,all civil obediencevasinconsistenwith his conscienceThus

threeof us, namely a project-maler, a metaplysician, and a fanatic,

were,onthe rst dayof the Birch month,shutupin boxes.

| never knew whatbecameof my fellow-sufferers.As for myself,| was
enclosedyith food sufcient for afew days.Shortlyafter, my kupakki,
nding nothingto eat,startedoff with amazingspeed.

It is generallybelieved, underground, that the distancebetweenthe
planetNazarandthe rmament is aboutfour hundredmiles. | hadno
meansof determininghow long my passageavas, but conjecturedt to
be abouttwenty-fourhours.

| heardnothing,duringthistime, buttheheary andmonotonousapping
of thekupakki'swings. At last,theresoundedn my earsa confounding
noise,which announcedhatwe couldnotbefarfrom land.

| now obsenredthatthe bird hadreally beentrained,for he setthe box,
with so much careon the ground, that | did not feel the slightestjar.
The box wasimmediatelyopenedand| roseup in the midstof a great
multitude of monkeys, who, to my astonishment;onversedtogetherin
anintelligentlanguageatherthanchatteredandwalked to andfro, in
measuredand digni ed paces. They weredressedn cloths of varied
colors. A numberof themadwancedtiowardsme with muchpoliteness,
andhandednefrom thebox.

They seemedo be surprisedat my gure, particularlywhenthey dis-
coveredl hadnotail. Theiramazementvasnot at all lessenedy the
fact,thatl resembledhem (laying asidethe tail) morenearlythandid
ary strangetthey hadhithertoseen.

At thetime of my arrival thewaterwasvery high, owing to thenearness
of Nazar Thisplanethasthesameeffectuponthetidesof the rmament,
asour moonhasuponthoseof the earth.
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| wasled to a very large building, ornamentedn thericheststyle. The
presencef a guardat the door corvincedme thatit wasthe residence
of nocommonmonlkey. It was,asl afterwardslearnt,the residenceof
themayorof themonkeys.

A numberof teachersvereselectedo instructmein theirlanguage.

In three months| was enabledto speakwith considerableeadiness.
Then| expectedto procurefor myself the admirationof all, for my
promptingenuityand superiormemory But my teachersleclaredme
to be sluggishand dull of apprehensionandin their impatienceoften
threatenedo abandortheir chage. As, onthe planetNazar | hadbeen
ironically namedSkabbapr the untimely, for my quick perceptionsso
herel wascalledKakidoran whichsigni es, idle andstupid. Thoseonly
arerespectedhere,who cancomprehenagndexpressary thing instan-
taneouslyl amusednyselfduringthe courseof my studiesby walking
aboutthecity, in which | meton all sidesnotablesignsof splendorand
luxury.

Whenl had nished my educationthatis, whenl couldspeakuently,

| wascarriedto the capitalcity Martinia, from which thewhole country
takes its name. The object of the mayor evidently was, to insinuate
himselfinto the favor of a certaincounselloy by presentingto him a
strangeandunprecedentednimal.

The governmentof Martinia is aristocratical.The stateis administered
by a greatcouncil,selectedrom the body of the old nobility.

Beforeproceedingo thehouseof thelord, to whoml wasto beoffered,
themayorled meto a hotel,wherewe couldmake ourselhespresentable
to his excelleny. Severalsenants,calledmaskatti,or dressersjoined
usfor this purpose.Onetook the mayor's sword to burnishit; another
tied differentcoloredbandsto his tail. | will hereremark,thatnothing
laysnearerto amonkey's heartthantheadornmenbf his tail.

When my conductorwas polished,dressedand adorned,we departed
for the president palacefollowedby threesenants.

On comingto the entrancethe mayorloosedhis shoesthat he might
not soil the marble oor. After waiting for a long time, with not a lit-
tle impatience we were sufferedto enterthe receptionhall. Herethe
presidensatin agoldenchair.

As soonashe sav us, the presidenburstoutin aterri ¢ laugh. 1 con-
cludedeitherthat he was seizedby delirium, or that silly andinsane
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laughterwasa peculiarity of greatpeoplein Martinia. In short,| took
his lordshipto beafool.

| afterwardsexpressedhis opinion to the mayor; but he assuredme
thatthe presidentvasa monkey of remarkablenaturalpowers;thathis
mind wassocomprehense, thathe not only determinednattersof the
highestimportanceat table, with his glassin hand,but even wrote or
dictateda new statutebetweerthecourses.

His excelleng tattledto mehalf anhour, histonguewagging thewhile,
with anagility immeasurablyguperiorto thatof our Europearbarbers.

Thenturningto my companion he said, he would take me amonghis
subordinateattendantssince he perceved, from my sluggishdisposi-
tion, thatl musthave beenbornin theland of stupidity, where

Long-earednortals,in perpetuafogs,
Oft losetheirway to mirein horrid bogs:—

andconsequentlyhatl wasun t for ary of ce of trustandrespectabil-
ity. “I have,indeed; urgedthemayor “obsenedanaturalobtuseness
this man; neverthelesswhenhe is allowed time to think, he judgesby
no meansadly”

“Of whatuseis that, repliedthe president;*here we neednimble of-
cers, for theimmensediversity of our affairs doesnot give ustime to
think”

Thepresidenthaving spolenthus,very gravely, andcarefullyexamined
my body, anddirectedmeto lift a heary weightfrom the oor. Seeing
thatl did thiswith easeheremarled: “Nature,althoughshehasstinted
you in the facultiesof the soul,hascompensatedn somemeasureby
grantingto you a degreeof bodily strengtH.

| now receved ordersto go out andwait in the court. Soonafterthe
mayorfollowed, andashe passedtold me that his excelleny hadde-
terminedto includemein histrain.

| concludedrom hislordship's undenaluingopinionof me,thatmy sit-
uationcould not be very elevated;still, | wascuriousto know my fate,
andthereforeaslked the mayorif he knew what!| wasto be entrusted
with. The mayoranswered:“His excelleng, with specialgrace,has
appointedyou for his chief porteut, with a yearly pay of twenty- ve

LA porteuris onewho carrieshis employerin achair, from placeto place.
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stercolatus. (A stercolatuis aboutone dollar of our money.) “Fur-
thermore hewill notrequireyour servicedor ary but himselfandher
gracehislady” Thisanswemwaslike athunderstroke to me;but | was
sensiblghatit wasuselesdo object.

| wascarriedto achamberwherea supperof driedfruits waslaid; after
eatingalittle, my bedwaspointedoutto me.

| threw myselfuponthe bed,but my mind wasso agitatedthat! could
not for a time closemy eyesin sleep. The pride and contemptwith
which the monkeys regardedme, provoked me almostto rage. A more
than Spartanpatiencewas neededto listen with indifferenceto their
sneersAt lastl slumberedHow long | know not, for in the rmament
thereis no division of nightandday: It is never dark,exceptata certain
period, whenthe planetNazarcomesbetweenthe rmament and the
subterraneasun.

Onawakening,l foundatmy sideameanlookingmonkey, who asserted
thathe wasmy colleague:He hadbroughtwith him a falsetail, which
he x eduponme,andthentiedto it someribbonsof variouscolors.He
told methatin half anhourthe presidenwould be readyto setout for
the Academy andthat| mustpreparemyselfto begin my duties. The
ceremowy of promotinga doctorwasto take place.

We borethe presidento the Academyin a goldensedanandweresuf-
feredto remainin the hall duringthe performance.

At the entranceof the presidentall the doctorsandmastersof artrose
andturnedtheir tails towardshim. To adwelleron the earth,suchsalu-
tationswould probablyhave appearedinseemlyandridiculous,assuch
amovementwith usis expressve of indifferenceor dislike.

But every land hasits own customs.l have seenso mary strangecere-
moniesandvariedusagesthatl have cometo obsenre, ratherthanlaugh
atthem.

Theactof promotion,on this occasionwasperformedwith thefollow-
ing ceremonies.The candidatewas placedin the middle of the hall.
Thenthreeof cers, eachwith a pail of cold water approachediim with
measuredteps. Eachin turn dashedis bucket of waterin the candi-
dates face. The suffereris obligedto receve this bathwithout distort-
ing his countenancegn painof forfeiting his degree.Odorousoils were
thensprinkledover him, and nally apowerful vomit wasgivento him.
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Whenthis lastdosehadproducedts usualeffectuponthe candidatehe
waspronouncedo bealawfully graduatedioctor

| turnedto alearneddoctor who stoodnearme,andhumblyasked him
themeaningof all | hadseen.

First expressinghis pity for my ignorance the sneeringpedantconde-
scendedo inform me,thatthe ceremowy of thewaterwassigni cant of
the preparatiorfor a new courseof life andduty; the ointment,of ele-
vationabove the mass;andthe vomit, of the exterminationof prejudice
anderror.

| fanciedbut | did notsayso,thatmy digni ed instructorin themyster
iesneeded freshvomit.

The Martinianic religion is not at all practical. Therearetwo hundred
andthirty speculationgoncerningheform andbeingof God,andthree
hundredandninety-sixof the natureandqualitiesof thesoul. Thereare
mary churchesandtheologicalseminariesput in neitheris taughtthe
wayto live anddie well. Thepeopleareall critics,who goto beamused
by the art and delicagy of the holy teachers. The more obscureand
involved the propositionsof their preachersthe morearethey praised.
TheMartiniansareindifferentto every thingthey caneasilyunderstand.

Matrtinia is the paradiseof project-malers. The moreinconsistentand
useless schemethesureris it of generalapprobation.

When| oncespole with an enthusiastianonkey, of the earthandits
inhabitantshefell uponthe notion,to borethroughto the surface,and
make a corvenientandeasyway of communication.

He prepareda long andeloquentlywordedplan on this subject,which
pleasedandexcitedevery body.

A company was formed, and namedthe “SubterranearBoring Com-
pary” its originator Hiho Pop-cog,was madeits president.The stock
was seizedon with avidity, andthe projectwasnot abandonedintil a
multitude of families had beenruined, and the public affairs brought
into the greatestisorder;andeventhenthe schemewvasdroppedess
from its supposedmpracticability thanfrom thelengthof timerequired
to accomplisht.

Theauthorof it wasnotonly left unpunishedput wasoverwhelmedvith
thegeneralpplausefor the originality andboldnesof his attempt.

2Transcribers Note: Martianicamendedo Martinianic
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The Martiniansare usedto consolethemseleson suchoccasionspy
repeatinghefollowing couplet:

“The projectendedn defeat;
Thenotionwas,however, neat’

Whenl hadthoroughlystudiedthecharacteof thispeople ] determined
to take advantageof theirweaknessesndby someoutrageougproposal,
to gaintheir respectandtherebybettermy condition.

| revealedmy intentionto a shrevd old monkey, who encouragednein
thesewords:

Who would succeedn Martinianicland,

Must quit the useful,to proposehegrand,;
Hazardthosedeedsthatto the gallows pave,
Thy fortune's made!Here's honorfor theknave.

After duedeliberationmy choicebecamex ed uponthatornamentor
thehead calledwigs by us.

| had previously noticedthat the land containeda multitude of goats;
with the hair of thesecreaturesg proposedo manugcturemy wigs.

My step-htherhadbeenengagedin the trade,andas| had, with the
inquisitivenessf youth,obseredthe process| couldbungleatit.

| madea goat's-hairwig for myself,andadornedwith it, presenteany-
selfto the president.

Thisdignitarywasastonishe@tthenens anduncommordecorationHe
seizedit from my head,andplacingit on his own, hastenedn a very
undigni ed mannetto themirror.

Soenrapturedvashe at the sightof the pompousprotuberancethathe
shrieled out: “Divine art, how like a GodamI!"—he sentimmediately
for herGraceto partalein hisjoy.

Shewasnot lesspleasedhanherlord. Sheembracedim, kissedhim,
andassuredim thatshehadnever seerhim morehandsome.

Thepresidentddressetiimselfto mewith muchlesshaughtinesshan
usual.“O Kakidoran!” heexclaimed,if thisdiscovery of yourspleases
the Councilaswell asit doesme, your fortuneis made.You may hope
for themosthonorableewardthe Statecangive’”
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| gracefullythanled his Excelleny, andimmediatelywrote a petition,
which | requestedhim to lay beforethe Council.

His Excelleny took the petition togetherwith the wig, and departed.
| understoodhatall the caseswvhich wereto comebeforethe Council
on this day, hadbeenlaid aside,soinquisitive wereall to hearandex-
aminemy project. The work wasacceptedandan appropriateeward
wasadjudgedo me. | wascalledup to the council-chambeon my en-
trance,anold monkey stoodup, and,afterthankingmein the nameof
thewholerepublic,proclaimedthatmy work shouldbe rewardedasits
meritsdesered. He thendemandedwhatlengthof time | shouldneed
to fabricateanothersuchheadornament?l replied, thatit wasreward
enoughfor me, thatmy curiousworkmanshiphadgainedthe approba-
tion of the greatmenwho composedhe Council; for therest,| bound
myselfto make anotherwig in two days,andalsoto manufcturewigs
enoughfor thewhole city in a month,provided| might countuponthe
assistancef anumberof monkeys, accustomedtb work. This proposal,
however, madethe presidenthot aboutthe ears,andhe exclaimedwith
mucheagerness:It is not t, my dearKakidoran,thatthis ornament
shouldbe commonto the whole town, for beingworn by all without
distinction,it will becomeordinaryandvulgar. The nobility mustnec-
essarilybedistinguishedrom thecommonpeopl€.

All the membersof the Council concurredn his opinion, andthe city
marshalwas chagedto take heedthat none might wearwigs, except
thenobility. This orderhaving beenpromulagted,the citizensthronged
aboutthe council-chambetto obtain titles and charters,which some
boughtwith their monegy and othersprocuredthroughthe in uence of
their friends;sothatin a shorttime full half the city weremadenobles.
But when petition after petition pouredin from the provinces,thatthe
likefavor shouldbeextendedo them,the Council,beingpossessedith
arighteousfear of riot andcivil war, nally determinedo allow every
one,withoutdistinctionof rank,to wearawig. | thushadthepleasurdo
seethewhole Martinianicnationwiggedbeforel left thatcountry And,
truly, it canscarcelybe imaginedwhata funny andridiculousappear
ancethe wiggedmonkeys presentedThe whole nationmadeso much
of my projectandits accomplishmentthata new erawasestablished;
andfrom this time thewig-agecommencedh the Martinianicannals.

In the meantime] wasloadedwith praisesandpaneyrics, wrappedn
apurplecloak,andreturnedrom thecourt-housén the president own
sedanthesameporteur, who hadformerly beenmy companionserving
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menow asahorse.Fromthatday| dinedcontinuallyatthetableof his
Excelleng.

With this glittering preambleto my fortunes,| commencedn earnest
thework | hadpromised,andsoon nished wigs enoughfor the whole
Council;andaftersweatingor amonth—apatentof nobility wasbrought
to me,couchedn thefollowing words:

“In consideratiomf themostexcellentandveryusefuldiscovery, through
which Kakidoran,bornin Europe hasmadehimselfworthy of thegrat-
itude of thewhole Martinianicnation,we have resohedto advancehim
to the rank of nobility, sothat he, andall his descendantshall be re-
gardedastrue noblemenandenjoy all the prerogtivesandrights, of
which the nobility of Martiniaarein possessionk-urthermoreywe have
determinedo dignify him with anewv name;heshallthereforefrom this
day, benolongercalledKakidoran,but Kikidorian. Moreover, sincehis
new dignity requiresaricherstyle of living, we granthim ayearly pen-
sionof two hundredpatarer Givenin the council-chambeof Martinia,
thefourthdayof themonthMerian,underthegreatsealof the Council”

Thusl suddenlybecamechangedrom a simpleporteurto arespectable
noblemanandlivedfor alongwhile in greatsplendoandhonor When
it wasknown that| washigh in the favor of the presidenteverybody
soughtmy goodwill andprotection. It is the fashionamongthe poets
of Martiniato pangyrizethetails of eminentmonkeys, asit is with us
to eulogizethe beautyof women.Severalpoetscommendedhe beauty
of my tail, althoughl hadnone. To sayeverythingon this subjectin a
few words—theirfawning servility towardsme wasso extreme,thata
certainman of high rank and station,did not hesitate nor did he feel
himselfshamedto promisemethathis wife shouldmake herselfagree-
ableto mein every possibleway, providedthat!l would recompensaim
by recommendindnim to the president.

Whenl hadlivedin this landfor the spaceof two years,at rst a por-

teur andlatterly anoblemananincident,entirelyunexpectedpccurred,
whichwasnearlyfatalto me.| had,upto this period,beenin speciaffa-
vor with hisExcelleny; andherGrace thepresidenslady, hadevinced
somuchkindnesso me,thatl wasregardedthe rst amongall herfa-
vorites. Shewasdistinguishedor hervirtue; but, whenin the lapseof

time, | percevedoneafteranothermmbiguityin herexpressionsl began
to feel akind of mistrust,especiallywhenl obsenedthat
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Sometimeshed smilewith wantongrace,
Thenuntosuddertearsgive place,
While gazing,silent,on my face
With mild devotion.
Her's all theart of tenderness,
Thatpleasesvhile it woundsnoless:
Her breastshalf-covered,now confess
Their strangeemotion.
Thensighsthatcannoreasonnd,
Or usedto make my reasorblind:—
Her handsuponherbreastentwined—
Ah, femalecharms!
Herfacewould loseits rosyhue
For lily' s,washedn morningdew;
Aurora's purpleblazedanev,
In love's alarms.

My suspicionsnally becamecertaintiesywhenachambermaidbrought
to me,oneday, thefollowing note:

‘DEAREST KIKIDORIAN,—

“The feelingwhich | owe to my rank and high descentandthe
modestynaturalto my sex, have until now hinderedthe sparksof
love which have long secretlyburnedin my bosomfrom breaking
forth in open ame: but | amwearyof the combat,andmy heart
canno longerresistits bewitching enemy Have pity for afemale,
from whom only the utmostdegree of burning love could have
beenableto extort a confession.

PTARNNSA?

| cannotdescribehow singularlyl felt atthis entirely unexpecteddecla-
rationof love: but asl heldit far betterto exposemyselfto therevenge
of afuriousfemale thanto sinagainsttheorderof nature by ashameful
intimacgy with a creaturethatdid not belongto my race,l immediately
wroteananswelin thefollowing words:

“‘GRACIOUSLADY,—

“The constanfavor his Excelleng, your husbandhasshavn to me;the
undesered bene ts he hasbestaved uponme; the moralimpossibility
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of ful lling yourgraciousdesiresandmary otherreasonsthat! will not
name,move meto submitto the angerof my gracioudady, ratherthan
consentto an actionthat would stigmatizeme as the mostungrateful
andthelowestamongall two-leggedcreaturesBesideswhatis desired
of me,would be morebitter to satisfythandeathitself. This action,if

| yieldedto it, would effect the ruin and dishonorof one of the most
respectedamiliesin the State,andmy willingnesswould injure, before
all others,that personwho hasdesiredit. With the mostsolemnand
sincereassurancesf gratitudel mustheredeclare,graciouslady, that
underno circumstancesanl ful | yourwishesin thisrespectalthough
to all othercommandd promiseablind obedience.

KIKIDORIAN.”
Underneath wrotethefollowing admonition:

“Think of thisheavy sin;

Fly ereit betoo late:
Shallvice, the pandeynewly in,
Bow virtue to thegate?

Let Cupidnotensnarg/ou—
His cunningwiles bewareyou,
The sweetf sin soonvanish—
Its pains,ah! who canbanish.

This letter | sentto the lady, andit hadthe effect that| expected;her
love waschangedo thebitteresthatred:—

In vain herglowing tonguewould vie,

To tell herfrightful agory.
Despairingshamenheraccentglip;—

They freezeuponhersnawy lip.

No tearsdid o w; suchpainoft dries
Theblessecurrentof theeyes:

Fell vengeancérom herblackorbsglanced,
While like afury, sheadwanced.

Neverthelesssherestrainecherfury, until sherecoveredthe love-letter
shehadwritten to me. As soonasshehadsecuredt, shehired some
persongo testify by oath,that, in the absencef his Excelleng, | had
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attemptedo violate her This fablewasrepresentedavith so muchart
and speciousnesghat the presidentdid not doubtits truth, and| was
orderedto be put in prison. In this, my despairingcondition, | saw
no othermeansof deliverancethanto confessthe crime, with which |
hadbeenchaged,andsupplicatethe presidenfor merg/: which being
done,my life wasconcededbut | wasdoomedto perpetuaimprison-
ment.My charterof nobility wasimmediatelytakenfrom me,andl was
sentto the galleys asa slave. My destinationwasto one of the ships
belongingto therepublic,which thenlay readyto sail for Mezendares,
or the Land-of-wonders. Thencewere broughtthe waresthat Martinia
cannotproduce.This ship,on boardof which my evil fortunehadnow
castme, was propelledboth by sailsand oars; at eachoar two slaves
werechained.consequently wasattachedo anothemunfortunatel was
consoledhowever, by the prospectof a voyage,duringwhich | hoped
to nd new food andnourishmenfor my insatiableinquisitvenessal-
thoughl! did not believe all thatthe seamertold of the curiousthings
| shouldsee. Several interpretersaccompaniedis; thesebeing made
useof by the Mezendarionerchantsn the courseof their commercial
negotiations.
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Chapter 11

The VoyageTo The
Land-Of-Wonders

Beforel proceedo thedescriptiorof this sea-wyage', | must rst cau-
tion all severeandunmercifulcritics not to frown too muchat the nar

rationof things,which seemto war againstnature andevensurpasshe
facultiesof faith in the mostcredulousman.| relateincrediblebut true
things,that| have seenwith my own eyes. Rav andignorantninnies
who have never starteda foot from their homes,regard every thing as
fable, whoseequalthey have never heardof or seen;or, with which

they have not beenfamiliar from childhood. Learnedpeople,on the
contrary especiallythosewho have a deepknowledgeof naturalhis-

tory, andwhoseexperiencehasproved to them how fruitful natureis

in changeswill passa morereasonablesentencaiponthe uncommon
thingsnarrated.

In former daysa peoplewerefoundin Sgythia, called Arimasps,who
hadbut one eye, which wasplacedin the middle of the forehead:an-
other people,underthe sameclimate, had their foot-solesturned out
backwards,andin Albany were peoplebornwith gray hairs. The an-
cient Sanromateste only on every third day andfastedthe othertwo;
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in Africa were certainfamilieswho could bewitch othersby their talk;
andit is a well known fact, that therewere certainpersonsn lllyria,
with two eye-ballsto eacheye, who killed peopleby merelylooking at
them: this, however, they could do, only whenthey were angry;then
their erce andscintillatingstarewasfatalto whomever wasrashor un-
fortunateenoughto meetit: on the mountainsof Hindostanwereto be
foundwholenationswith dog's headswho barked; andotherswho had
eyesin their backs. Who would believe this and even more, if Pliny,
oneof the mostearnestwriters, had not solemnlyassuredus, that he
hadneitherheardnor readthe leasthereof,but hadseenit all with his
own eyes? Yes,who would have imaginedthat this earthwas hollow;
that within its circumferencewere both a sunand moon, if my own
experiencehadnot discoveredthe secret?Who would have thoughtit
possiblethattherewasa globe,inhabitedby walking, sensiblerees,if
the sameexperiencehadnot placedit beyondall doubt? Nevertheless,
I will not pick a quarrelwith ary one,on accountof his incredulity in
this matter becausd mustconfessthat| myself, beforel madethis
voyage, mistrustedwhetherthesetalesmight not have arisenfrom the
exaggeratedepresentationsf seamenopr thatthey werethe resultof
thatwell-known quali cation of this classof men,familiarly styledthe
“spinningayarn’

In thebeginningof themonthRadir, we wentonboardour ship,weighed
anchorand

Thewind in swellingsailsembracedhe bendingmasts,
And, like anarrow in theair, with lightning speed,
Thekeelshrieledthroughthefoamingbillows.

The wind wasfair for somedays,during which we poor rowershada
comfortabletime, for the oarswerenot neededput on thefourth day it
fell calm;

Thesailsdid fall: in hastethe seatsvere x ed,;
With plashingstroke, the oarssmoteheavenin thewaters.

For a long time we metwith nothing; but as soonaswe lost sight of
land, strange gures raisedthemselesfrom the quakinggulph. They
weremermaidswho, whenthe weatherbecomesalm andthe billows
restthemseles,riseto the surfaceandswim towardsary passingship,
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to askfor alms. Their language~vasso similar to the Martinianic, that
someof our sailorscould speakwith themwithout aninterpreter One
of thesesingularcreatureslemandeaf mea pieceof meat;whenl gave
it to her, shelooked at me steadilyfor a time, andsaid: you will soon
becomea hero,andrule over mighty nations! | laughedat this divina-
tion, for | consideredt empty attery, althoughthe sailorssworeto it,

that the mermaids'predictionseldomfailed. At the endof eightdays
we camein sight of land; which the seamercalled Picardania.As we
enteredhe harbor a magpiecame ying towardsus, which, they said,
wasthe custom-housespectorgeneral Whenthis dignitaryhad o wn

thricearoundtheship,hereturnedo theshoreandcamebackwith three
othermagpiesitheseseatedhemseleson the prow of theship.| came
very nearburstingwith laughter whenl sav oneof our interpretersap-
proachthesemagpies,with mary compliments,andheardhim hold a
long conversationwith them. They had comefor the purposeof ex-

aminingour freight anddetectingary forbiddenarticlesthatwe might
have concealedwhenall wasfoundcorrectwe weresufferedto unload.
As soonasthis wasdone,a numberof magpiese w to the ship, who
provedto be merchantsThe captainthenwentashoreaccompaniedty

myselfandtwo monkeys, namely our supercago andaninterpreteraf-

ter clearingthe shipanddisposingof thecaigo, we returnedandshortly
setsail.

In threedayswe reachedViusic-land.After castinganchorwe wenton
shore,precededoy one of the interpreterswho carrieda bass-violin
his hand.As we foundthe whole countryaboutus emptyanddesolate,
discovering no whereary traceof living creaturesthe captainordered
atrumpetto be soundedto inform theinhabitantf our arrival. Before
theechoeof theblastfrom thetrumpethadsubsided(andthey seemed
to penetratdartherandreverberatdongerthanusualfrom the perfect
stillnessof thisapparentlyoid region,) aboutthirty musicalinstruments
camehoppingtowardsus. Thesewerebass-violsOntheverylongneck
of eachwasplacedalittle head;thebodywasalsosmall,andcoveredby
asmoothbark,which, however, did not closeentirelyaroundtheframe,
but wasopenin front anddisposedooselyaboutthem. Over the navel,
naturehad built a bridge, above which four stringswere dravn. The
whole machinerestedon a singleleg, sothattheir motionwasa spring
ratherthanawalk. Their actvity wasvery great,andthey jumpedwith
muchagility overthe elds. In short,we shouldhave takenthemfor mu-
sicalinstrumentsastheir generalappearancpurportedjf they hadnot
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hadeachtwo armsandhands.In the onehandwasa bow, the otherwas
useduponthe frets. Whenour interpreterwould corversewith them,
he puthisviol in its position,andcommenceglayinganair. They im-
mediatelyanswerechim by touchingtheir strings,andthusalternating
with eachother a regular musicalcorversationwascarriedon. At rst
they playedonly Adagio,with muchharmory; thenthey passedverto
discordantunes;and nally concludedwith avery pleasanendlively
Presto.As soonasour peopleheardthis, they leapedandsungfor joy,
saying thatthebaigainfor thewareswasnow x ed.Afterwardsl learnt
thatthe Adagio,they rst played,wasmerelyanopeningor prefaceto
theconversationandconsistednly of complimentsthatthediscordant
toneswhich followed, were bickeringsand disputesaboutprices;and,
nally , thatthe sweetsoundingPrestoindicatedthatan agreemenhad
beenmade.At theconclusionof thesenegotiations thewaresstipulated
for werelanded.Themostimportantof thesds Kolofonium,with which
theinhabitantgub their bows or organsof speech.

Latein themonthof Cusanwe setsail from Music-land,andaftersome
dayssailing hove in sightof a new land, which, on accountof the foul

smellthatreachedurnosesatagreatdistancepur seamersupposedo

be Pyglossia.

Theinhabitantsof this land arenot very unlike the humanracein their
generabppearancahesoledifferencebeing,thatthesepeoplehave no
mouth: they speakfrom the facewhich turnstowardsthe southwhen
the nosepointsto the north. The rst of themwho cameon board,
wasa rich merchant.He salutedus after the customof his nation, by
turning his backtowardsus, andimmediatelybeganto baigain with us
for our wares. | kept myself considerablyremoteduring the negotia-
tion, asneitherthe soundnor the smell of his speechpleasedme. To
my greathorror our barberwas taken sick at this time, so that| was
obligedto summona Pyglossiarperfume.As the barbersherearequite
astalkative asamongus, this one, while shasing me, lled the cabin
with sodisagreeabla smell,that,on his departurewe wereobligedto
smole with all theincensewe hadonboard.

We sailedhenceto Iceland. This land consistedf desolaterocks,cov-
eredby eternalsnavs. Theinhabitantsvho areall of ice, live hereand
therein the clefts of the rockson the topsof the mountainswherethe
sunis neverseengrnvelopedby almostperpetuatarknessndfrost. The
only light they have comesfrom the shiningrime.

http://ADLab.info



Journg To TheUndeground 71

Theselands, of which | herehave given a view, areall subjectto the
greatemperorof Mezendorgproper andarethereforecalledby sea#r-
ing peoplethe Mezendoricislands. This greatandwonderful country
namely Mezendorais the goalof all extendedvoyages.Eight dayssail
from Icelandbroughtusto the imperial residence.Therewe found all
thatrealized,which our poetshave fanciedof the societiesof animals,
treesandplants;Mezendoréeing,soto speakthecommonfatherland
of all sensibleanimalsandplants. In this empireeachanimalandev-
ery treecanobtaincitizenship,merelyby submittingto the government
andlaws. Onewould supposethat, on accountof the mixture of so
mary different creaturesgreatconfusionwould prevail amongthem:
but this is far from the case.On the contrary this very differencepro-
ducesthe most hapyy effects; which must be attributed to their wise
laws andinstitutions,decreeingo eachsubjectthatof ce andemplgy-
mentto which his natureandspecialfacultiesarebest tted. Thus,the
lion, in consideratiorof his naturalmagnanimityis alwayschoserre-
gent. The elephant,on accountof his keenjudgment,is calledto sit
in the State-council.Courtiersare madeof chameleonsbecausehey
areinconstanandknow how to temporize.Thearmy consistof bears,
tigersandothervalorousanimals;in themarineservice onthecontrary
areoxenandbulls; seamerbeinggenerallyhardyandbrave people;but
severe,in e xible, andnotparticularlydelicatein theirliving, which cor
respondserywell with theirelement.Thereis aseminaryfor thisclass,
wherecalvesor sea-cadetareeducatedor sea-ofcers. Trees for their
naturaldiscretionandgravity, areusuallyappointedudges:counsellors
aregeeseandthelawyersof the courtsin ordinaryaremagpies.Foxes
aregenerallyselectechsambassadorgpnsulscommercial-agentgnd
secretaries-of-gation. The ravensarechosenfor dealing-masterand
executorson the effectsof thosedeceasedT he buck-goatsarephiloso-
phers,and especiallygrammarianspartly for the sale of their horns,
which they useon the slightestoccasionto goretheir opponentsand
partly in consideratiorof their reverendbeardswhich so notably dis-
tinguishthemfrom all othercreaturesThestaidyetenegetichorsehas
the suffragefor the mayoraltyandothercivil dignitaries.Estateowners
and peasantsare serpentsmoles,ratsand mice. The ass,on account
of his brayingvoice, is alwaysthe leaderof the church-choir Treasur
ers, cashiersand inspectorsare commonlywolves; their clerks, being
havks. The (roosters)ocksareappointedor watchmenandthe dogs
house-porters.
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The rst who cameon boardof us, wasa leanwolf or inspectoy the
sameasa custom-house-afer in Europe followed by four havks, his
clerks. Thesetook from our wareswhat pleasedhembest,proving to
ustherebythatthey understoodheir businesgerfectly andhadall its
appropriatetricks at their ngers' ends. The captaintook me ashore
with him. As soonaswe hadsetfoot onthe quay a cockcametowards
us,demandedvhencewe were,the natureof our caigo, andannounced
usto theinspectorgeneral.This latterreceved us with muchcourtesy
andinvited us to dine with him. The mistressof the house,whom |
hadheardto be oneof the greatesbeautiesamongthe femalewolves,
was not presentat the table: the reasonof this was, aswe afterwards
learned herhusbands jealousywho did not deemit advisableo allow
sucha handsomaewvife to be seenby strangers.Therewere, however,
several ladies at table; amongothers,a certaincommodores wife, a
white cow with blackspots:next to hersatablackcat,wife to themaster
of huntatcourt,newly arrivedfrom thecountry At my sidewasplaceda
speckledsaw, thelady of arenovation-inspectorthatspecief of cer -
ship beinggenerallytaken from the hog-race.lt mustbe obseredthat
the inhabitantsof the Mezendoricempire,althoughthey areanimalsin
gure, have handsand ngers onthefore feet.

After dinnerthe speckledsow enterednto corversationwith our inter-

preter duringwhich shetold him thatshewasoverheacandearsin love
with me. He comfortedherin the bestmannerhe could,andpromised
herhis supportandaid; thenhe turnedhimselftowardsmeandendea-

oredto persuadeneto be easy;but whenheobsenredthathis attering

andargumentswerevain, he advisedme to take to ight, ashe knew

thatthis lady would move heavenandearthto satisfyherdesires From
this time | remainedconstantlyon board; but the ship itself was not
a forti cation sufciently securefrom the attacksof this lady, who by

messengerand love-lettersstrove to melt the ice that surroundedny

heart.Had| not,in theshipwreckl afterwardssuffered,lostmy papers,
| shouldnow give somespecimensf the swine's poetry | have for-

gottenit all, exceptthe following lines, in which shepraisesherbeing
thus:

O thou! for whommy too fond soulmostardentlydoththirst,
For whommy earliestpassionjn retirement have nursed:
Think notmy gure homely thoughit beenduedn bristles,—
What beautyhaththe lea esstree, throughwhich the cold wind
whistles?
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How unadornedhenoblehorse whenof hisbeauteousnanehe’s
shorn!

O! whowouldlove a purringcat,all in herfurlessnessorlorn.

Ah, look aroundmy darlingpig! look onall living things,
Fromthehugeunwieldy? mammottto thesmallesbird thatsings;—

Were thesenot shaggedor featheredall, how loudly shouldwe
jeer,—

Who would warmly strive to pleasee'en man,were manwithout
abeard?

After ourtruckwas nished andarich freightstovedaway, we sailedfor
home.We hadscarcelygot into the openseawhenit suddenlybecame
calm, but soonafterthe wind breezedup. Having sailedawhile with a
goodwind, we sav again somemermaidswho

—drippingwet
Shotforth, anddived betweerthe foamingwaves,

andnow andthenemittedhorrible shrieks. The sailorsweremuchter

ried atthis, for they knew by experiencethatthesemournful sounds
werepresagesf stormandwreck. They hadscarcelytakenin thesails,
beforethewhole heavrensbecameveiledin blackclouds:

Day sinksin night: all natureshudders.
Then,in aninstant,loosefrom every point
Thestorm,in frightful gustsanddevilish uproar
Breaks;the axisof theglobegratesfearful,—
And thundersglapon clap,resoundhe concae:
Thewaves,din-maddenedower to mountains.
Wildly, goneherhelm,the half-crushectraft
Tumblesungovernable Now despairingshrieks
Mingling with oceans roarandcrashof heasen,
Risefrom the peopleddeck:'tis nished!

Every movable thing on deck oated off, for besidesthe ever-rolling
billows, animmenserain fell in terri ¢ waterspouts,accompaniedyy

2Transcribers Note: unwieldly amendedo unwieldy
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thunderandlightning. It seemedasthoughall the elementshad con-
spiredfor our destruction. During the rolling of the ship, our masts
were carriedaway, andthenall hopeof sahation wasgone. Now and
thena hugebillow rolled over us,andcarriedwith it oneor two menfar
beyondthe ship. The stormragedmoreandmore;no onecaredlonger
for the vessel:without helm, without mastswithout captainandmates,
who had beenwashedoverboard,the wreck lay at the pleasureof the
waves. Having oated thusfor threedays,a baublefor the storm,we
nally descrieda mountainoudandin the distance.While rejoicingin
the hopeof soonreachingthis haven, our vesselstruckso hardagainst
a blind rock, that shewasinstantlydashedn pieces.In the confusion
andterrorof themomentl gothold of aplank,and,carelesgor therest,
thoughtonly uponsaving myself, so thateven now | know nothingof
the fate of my companions.l wasquickly driven forth by the billows;
andthis wasfortunatefor me,for otherwisel shouldhave beencrushed
amongthetimbersof theshipor tornin piecesby thejaggedrocksupon
which we had beencast,or escapinghis shouldeventually have per
ishedfrom hungerandfatigue.l waswaftedby thewaveswithin acape,
wherethe seawas calmer andwherethe roaring of the excited ocean
soundedessfrightfully. Whenl sawv thatl wasnearthe shore,l began
to screamvigorously hopingto call the inhabitantgo my assistancel
soonhearda soundon the seashoreandsav someof the natvescome
from awood nearby; they gotinto a yawl andsailedtowardsme; this
boat being curiously fashionedof ozier and oak-brancheswisted to-
gether| concludedhatthis peoplemustbe very wild anduncultvated.
| was heartily glad, when| found themto be men, for they werethe
rst humanbeingsl had metduring the whole voyage. They arevery
like the inhabitantsof our globe,who live in hot climates;their beards
areblackandtheir hair curled;the few amongthemwho have long and
light hair, areconsiderednonsters.Thelandwhich they inhabitis very
rocky: from the curvedridgesof the rocksandthe connectingiops of
the mountainswhich cut the air in multiplied sinuosities gvery sound
reverberatesn echouponechofrom thedalesbelon. The peoplein the
yawl approachedhe plankuponwhich| oated, drev mefrom it, car
ried meto the shore,andgave meto eatanddrink. Althoughthe food
did not tastevery good, yet as| hadfastedfor threedays,it refreshed
mevery much,andin ashorttime | regainedmy formerstrength.
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Chapter 12

The Author' s Arri val In Quama

Meanwhilea large multitude of peoplecollectedaroundme from all
parts. They requestedne to speak;but as| did not understandheir
languagd couldnotanswerthem. They repeatedftentheword Dank,
Dank,andsupposinghemto be Germans| addressethemin this lan-
guagethenin Danish,and nally in Latin; but they signi ed to me, by
shakingtheir headsthattheseanguagesvereunknovn to them.| tried
atlastto declaremyselfin thesubterraneatonguesnamely in Nazaric
andMartinianic; but it wasin vain.

After having addresseaachother thusincomprehensiblyfor a long
time, | wascarriedto a smallhut, formedof wickersintricatelytwisted.
In this hut wereneitherchairsnor tables;thesepeopleseatthemseles
on the groundto eat; insteadof bedsthey spreadstrav on the eartly
oor , uponwhichthey throw themselesindiscriminately atnight. Their
food is milk, cheese parley-breadand meat, which they rudely broil
on the coals; for they do not understandccooking. Thus| lived with
them,like adog,until I learnedso muchof their languagethat! could
speakwith themandassisthemalittle in theirignorance The simplest
rulesof living thatl preparedor themwereconsideredasdivine com-
mands. My famesoonspreadabroad,andall the villagesaroundsent
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forth crowds to a teacherwho, they believed, had beensentto them
from heaven. | heardeven, that somehadcommenced new chronol-
ogy from the dateof my arrival. All this pleasedme only so much
the more,asformerly in Nazarl had beenalusedfor my imprudence
andwaveringjudgmentandin Martiniadespisecandcommiseratedor
my ignorance. True, indeed,is the old proverb; that amongthe blind
the one-gedrules. | hadnow cometo a land, wherewith little under
standing, couldraisemyselfto the highestdignities. Therewerehere
the bestopportunitiego employ my talents sincethis fruitful landpro-
ducedin abundancevhatever subseredfor pleasureandluxury aswell
asusefulnessindcomfort. The inhabitantsverenot indocile nor were
they wantingin conception;but sincethey had beenblessedwith no
light without themseles,they gropedin thethickestdarkness Whenl
told themof my birth, my native land, of the shipwreckl hadsuffered,
andof otheroccurrences my voyagesnotonewould creditme. They
thoughtratherthatl wasaninhabitantof thesun,andhadcomedown to
enlightenthem,whereforethey calledme Pikil-Su, thatis thesun's am-
bassadorFor their religion, they believedin andacknavledgeda God,
but carednot at all to prove his existence. They thoughtit enoughfor
themthattheirforefathershadbelievedthe same;andthis blind submis-
sion to time-honoredormulaewastheir simple and soletheology Of
the moral law, they wereignorantof all commandmentsave this: Do
notuntoothersthatwhich youwould not have othersdo untoyou. They
hadno laws; the will of the emperorwastheir only rule. Of chronol-
ogythey hadbut aslightconceptiontheiryearsweredeterminedy the
eclipsesf thesunby Nazars intervention. Wereoneasled his age,he
would answer:thathe hadattainedso mary eclipses.Their knowvledge
of naturalsciencetoo, wasvery unsatisictoryand unreasonablethey
believed the sunto be a plate of gold, andthe planetNazar a cheese.
Their propertyconsistedn hogs,which, aftermarking,they drove into
the woods: the wealth of eachwas determinedoy the numberof his
swine.

| appliedmyself,with all thefervor imaginableto re ne andenlighten
this rude, yet promisingpeople,so that shortly | cameto be regarded
amongthemasa saint;their trustin my wisdomwasso great,thatthey
thoughtnothingimpossiblewith me. Thereforewhenovertalenby mis-
fortune,they would hasterto my hutandprayfor my assistanceOnce
| found a peasanbn his kneesbeforemy door, weeping,and bitterly
complainingover the unfruitfulnessof his trees,andbeseechingne to
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usemy authority that his treesshouldbearfruit to him abundantly as
of old.

| hadheardthat this whole countrywas governedby a Regent,whose
residenceor palace at thattime, wasabouteightdays'travel from the
town wherel lived. | sayat thattime, becausehe courtdwelt, not in
substantial,x ed houseshut in tents;andthe residencavasmoved at
pleasurdrom oneprovince to another Theruler at that periodwasan
old man,namedCasbawhichsigni es, thegreatemperorIn considera-
tion of its mary large provinces,this countrywasindeeda greatempire;
but, from the ignoranceof the inhabitantswho madelittle useof their
mary naturaladwantagesand also from the absenceof that unanim-
ity amongthe provinces,which would have digni ed andstrengthened
their counselsandsubseredfor their mutualprotection they wereex-
posedto the attacksand mockeriesof their more vigorousneighbors,
andnot unfrequentlyobligedto pay tribute to nationsmuchinferior to
themseles.

Thereportof my nameandpowerwasspreadn ashorttime evento the
remotestprovinces. Nothing could be donewithout consultingme, as
anoracle,andwhenary undertakingmiscarriedjts failurewasascribed
to my indifferenceor indignation;wherefore pblationswerefrequently
madeto assuageny anger Finally the rumor was carriedto the ears
of the old emperoythata greatmanhadcomeinto his dominions,in a
strangedresswho gave himselfout asambassadoof the sun,andhad
proved himselfmorethanman, by bestaving to the Quamitegthusthe
inhabitantswere called, after the nameof the land, Quama,)wise and
almostdivine rulesof life. He thereforesentambassadorsyith orders
to invite meto theimperialresidence Thesewerethirty in number all
clothedin tiger-skins, this dressbeingconsideredn Quamathe great-
estof ornamentssincenonewere permittedto wearit, but thosewho
haddistinguishedhemselesin war againstthe Tanaquitesa nationof
sensibleigers,andthe mortalenemief the Quamites.

| hadbuilt, in thetown wherel dwelt, a walled house after the Euro-
peanstyle. At thesightof it, theimperialambassadonrsereastonished,
andexclaimedthatit wasa work beyond humanpowers;they entered
it, asa sanctuarywith devout reverence,andthereproclaimedto me
the emperors invitation in the following speech:“Since the greatem-
peror our mostgraciouslord, reckonshis genealogythroughmanifold
generationsfrom Spunlo, the sun's son,the primaryregentof Quama,
nothing could surprisehim more agreeablythanthis embassywhere-
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fore his majestyjoyfully greetstheambassadaoof the sun,andhumbly
invites him to the capitalcity of theempire’ | answeredy expressing
my mosthumblethanksfor the emperors condescensiorand imme-
diately repaired with the ambassadorso the capital. Theselords had
beenfourteendayson their journey to me, but assistecdby my genius,

thereturnoccupiedonly four days.

| hadobsenred,duringmy residencen this country thattherewerevast
numberof horsesunningwild in thewoods,andhenceratherburthen-
somethanusefulto theinhabitantsl shavedto the peoplehow bene -

cial theseanimalsmightbe madeto them,andtaughtthemhow to tame
thesenoblecreaturesAt my suggestiorandby my direction,a number
of themwerecaughtandbrokenin, andthusl wasenabledo mountthe
ambassadorgndmateriallyshorternthe periodof our journey.

No ideacanbe formedof thewonderandastonishmenivith which the
Quamitesvitnessedurentryinto thecity; someweresofrightenedthat
they ranfarinto the country Theemperomhimselfdarednot,in hisfear,
comeout from his tent,nor would he stir, until oneof theambassadors,
dismountinghis horse,wentin andexplainedthe whole secretto him.
Shortly | was, with a greatretinue,led into the imperial tent. The old
emperorwas seatedon a carpetsurroundedoy his courtiers. On my
entrance| acknavledged,n the mostpolite terms,the exceedinggrace
his imperial majestyhad shavn me; thereuporthe emperoraroseand
asled me what the king of the sun, andfatherof his family proposed
to do. Conceving it politic, and even necessaryot to undeceve the
Quamitesin the opinion they themseles rst entertained| answered:
that his majesty the king of the sun,had sentme down to this land to
re ne, by goodlaws andsalutaryrulesof life, the uncultvatedmanners
of the Quamites,and teachthem the arts, throughwhich they might
not only resistandrepeltheir valiantandenegetic neighborsput even
extendthe boundarief their own empire;andaddedthatl hadbeen
orderedo remainwith themforever. Theemperotistenedo thisspeech
with much apparenfpleasureprdereda tentto be immediatelyraised
for me nearhis own, gave me fteen senants,andtreatedmelessasa
subjectthanasanintimatefriend.
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Chapter 13

The Beginning Of The Fifth
Monarchy

From this time all my exertionswere directedto the accomplishment
of aradicalreformthroughouthe country I commencedby improving
their modeof warfare, in exercisingthe youngmenin riding, fencing
andshooting. My constaniabor wasrewardedso well that, in a short
time, | exhibited beforethe emperorsix thousanchorsemen.

At this periodthe Tanaquite$ werepreparingfor a new attackuponthe
Quamitespn accountof the refusalof this latter peopleto payayearly
tribute which had beenseveral timesdemandedndasoften denied. |

went, at the emperors desire,with my cavalry and somefootmento
meettheinvaders.To theinfantry | gave javelinsandarrows, thatthey
might ght their enemiesat a distance;for the Quamiteshadformerly
usedonly shortswords or poignards,and consequentlywere obliged
to meetin closecombattheir frightful foes, the Tanaquiteswho ex-

cellingthemgreatlyin personatstrengthhadgreatadwvantageoverthem.
Hearingthattheenemywereapproachingheboundaryascommander
in-chief, | repairedinstantlytowardsthem. On meetingthe invadersl
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causedhefootmento attackthemwith their javelins;this puttheminto
panicand ight, anddeterminedhe fate of the day The enemysuf-
feredaterribledefeatandthe Tanaquitideader with twentyothernoble
tigers,weretaken prisonersalive andcarriedin triumphto Quama. It
is not possibleto describethe generaland tumultuousjoy that lled
thewhole countryfor this gloriousvictory; becausen formerwarsthe
Quamiteshadgenerallybeenobligedto lay down their arms. The em-
perorcommandedhe prisonergdo be immediatelyexecuted,according
to old custom;but consideringthis a horrible custom,| persuadedhim
to respitethem,andput themin prisonfor furtherdeliberation.

| had obsened that this land was very rich in saltpetre,and had col-
lecteda considerablejuantityfor the purposeof makingpowder. This
intentionl hadkeptsecrethowever, from all excepttheemperoywhose
permission neededo establisrmanufctoriedfor ri es andotherguns.
With the aid of thesel hopedin a shorttime to subdueall the enemies
of the empire. Whenl had nished somehundredri es andprepared
balls suitablefor them, | madea trial of my projectto the astonish-
mentof all. A certainnumberof soldierswere selectedo learn this
military art, andwereexercisedin the managemendf the guns. When
this body of soldiershad becomeaccustomedo the useof thesenew
enginesof war, andcould employ themeffectively, a review washeld,
afterwhichtheemperoiproclaimedneJakal thatis, generalissimover
thewholearmy While all thesemattersverepending) hadenterednto
anintimate friendshipwith the brave leaderof the Tanaquitesthe im-
prisonedTomopololo, with whom | held frequentandinterestingcon-
versationswith the objectof learningthe constitution,characterand
customsof his nation. | could not but obsere, to my greatastonish-
ment,thatthey wereawitty, moralandenlightenedeople,andthatthe
sciencesvere earnestlyand effectively cultivatedby them. The chief
told me, thattowardsthe eastwerea valorouspeople againstwhoseat-
tacks,the Tanaquitesvereobligedto keepthemselesalwaysprepared.
The inhabitantsof that country he added,were small, andin reality
muchinferior in bodily strengthto thoseof Tanaquisjut beingof supe-
rior acutenesandagility, andexcellentbowmen,they hadin fact,often
forcedthe Tanaquitego suefor peace.

| sooncameto know, thatthis formidablenationconsistedf cats;and
thatthey haddistinguishedhemselesamongall the nationsunderthe
rmament, for their rational judgmentand political acumen. It pro-
vokedandpainedmenotalittle, thatskilfulnessthesciencesandpolite
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mannersshouldbe universallyamongthe animalsof the subterranean
world, while only real humanbeings,namely the Quamiteswere sunk
to the profoundestiepthsof uncultvatedbarbarism. consoledmyself,
however, in thehopethat,throughmy endeaors,this shamewvould soon
ceaseandthe Quamiteswvould recover thatdominion,which belonged
to themasmenover all otheranimals.

Sincetheir last defeat,the Tanaquitekept very quiet for a long time;
but whenthey found out the natureandconditionof our cavalry; when
they discoveredthatthosecentaursywho hadfrightenedthemsoterribly
at rst, werenothingin reality, but tamedhorseswith menseatedupon
them, they took courageand armednew troopsagainstthe Quamites,
underthecommandf theirking. Theirwholearmyconsistef twenty
thousandigers,all veteransoldiers,heroesof mary hardfought elds,
excepttwo regimentsof new recruits; thesehastily collectedwarriors
were,however, moreformidablein nameandnumberghanin service.
Already sureof victory, they fell at onceuponQuama.l immediately
orderedagainstthemtwelve thousandnfantry, amongwhom were six
hundredmusleteers,and four thousandhorsemen. As | had not the
slightestdoubtof afortunateterminationto this expedition,| requested
the emperorto take commandof it, andthusreapthe honorof the vic-
tory. By this appearancef modesty | lost no respectfor the whole
army still consideredme the true leader | rst directedmy cavalry
against the enemy but thesewere resistedwith so much vigor, that
the side of victory wasfor a long time doubtful: at the critical mo-
ment,whentriumphwasvacillatingbetweerthetwo powers,| detached
my musleteersfrom the main body and advanceduponthe foe. The
Tanaquitesvere much astonishedt the rst shots,for they could not
conceve whencecamethe thunderand lightning; but whenthey saw
the mournful effects of our continuedvolleys, they becameterri ed;
atthe rst dischage fell abouttwo hundredtigers,amongwhich were
two chaplainswho were shotdown while encouraginghe soldiersto
bravery. Whenl obsenedthe panicamongthe enemy| commandea
seconddischage, whoseresultsweremorefatal thanthe former; their
king himself was shot: thenthe Tanaquitedook to ight; our cavalry
followedthem,andcutdown somary of the ying multitude,thatthose
in the rearcould not proceedrom the hugepiles of slainthat covered
theway. Whenthe battlewasover, we countedthe killed of theenemy
andfound themto be thirteenthousand:our own loss was compara-
tively very slight. The victorious army marchedinto the kingdom of
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Tanaquf andencampedeforeits capital. Thegeneraterrorhadmean-
while increasedomuch,thatthe magistratesubmissiely metthecon-

guerorsanddeliveredthe keys of the city. The capitalsurrenderingthe

whole countrysoonfollowed its example. The disregard and contempt
in which the Quamiteshadto this time beenheld, werechangedo ad-

mirationandfear: theempire,with theadditionof thenewly conquered
kingdom,wasextendedo twice its formersize.

The glory of theseactionswaswith onevoice ascribedo my superior
knowledgeanduntiring industry; andthe esteenmwhich hadbeenlong
cherishedfor me, now passedover to a reverentand divine worship.
This periodof generalpeaceandexultation, | thoughta tting time to
advancethe civilization andre nementof the Quamitesandasa prac-
tical commencemento this greatwork | orderedthe royal Tanaquitic
library to bemovedto Quama.

My curiosityto becomeacquaintedvith thislibrary hadbeenat rst ex-
citedby theimprisonedeaderTomopololo, whotold methatamongits
manuscriptsvasone,whoseauthorhadbeenup to our globe,in which
history of his travels he haddescribedseveral of its kingdoms,particu-
larly thoseof Europe.The Tanaquiteiadseizedhis manuscriptluring
one of their predatoryexcursionsinto a distantland; but asthe author
hadconcealedis name they knew notwhatcountrymarhewas,norin
whatmannemhehadpassedip throughtheearth. Thequainttitle of this
bookwas: “Tanians® Travels Above-ground;peinga descriptiorof the
kingdomsandcountrieghere especiallythoseof Europ€. Fromthean-
tiquity of this work togetherwith its greatpopularity it hadbecomeso
raggedthatwhat| wasmostanxiousto learn,namely the narrationof
theauthors journey to our earthandhis return,wasmostunfortunately
lost. Hereis the contentsof this singularmanuscriptsuchasl foundit:

“Fragmentsof Tanian's Diary, kept on a Voyage above-giound,
Translatedby his Excellency M. Tomopolok, Geneal-in-chief,
in the Serviceof his Tanaquiticmajesty’

“This land (Germary) was called the Romanempire; but it hasbeen
anemptytitle, sincethe Romanmonarcly wasdemolishedseveralcen-
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turies since. The languageof this land is not easyto understandpn

accounf its penertedstyle;for, whatin otherlanguagess placedbe-

fore, in this comesafter, so that the meaningcannotbe had beforea

whole pageis readthrough. The form of governments very inconsis-
tent; somethink they have a regentandyet have none;it shouldbe an

empire,yetit is dividedinto severalduchiesgachof which hasits own

government,andoften engagesin a formal war with its neighbor The

wholelandis called'holy, althoughthereis notto befoundin it theleast
traceof piety. Theregent,or morecorrectlytheunregent,whobearghe

nameof emperoyis denominatedthe continualaugmentenof his coun-
try, althoughhe notseldomdiminishest; ‘invincible; notwithstanding
he is often slain: sometimedy the French,sometimesuy the Turks.

Onehasnolessreasorto wonderatthe peoplesrightsandliberties;but

althoughthey have mary rights, they areforbiddento usethem. Innu-

merablecommentariebave beenwritten uponthe Germanconstitution,
but notwithstandinghis, they have madeno advancebecaus®

“The capitalof this country (France)is called Paris, andis very large,

andmayin a certaindegreebe consideredhe capitalof all Europe;for

it exercisesapeculiarlaw-giving power overthewholecontinent.It has,
for example theexclusive right to prescribeheuniversalmodeof dress
andliving; andno style of dress,however incorvenientor ridiculous,

may be controvertedatfter the Parisianshave onceestablishedt. How

or whenthey obtainedthis prescriptve right is unknaovn to me. | ob-

sened, however, thatthis dominiondid not extendto otherthings; for

the othernationsoftenmalke war with the French,andnot seldomforce

themto suefor peaceon very hardterms;but subserviencen dressand

living neverthelessontinuesin quicknesf judgment,nquisitiveness
after news, andfruitfulnessof discovery, the Frencharemuchlike the

Martinians.

“From Bolognawe wentto Rome. This latter city is governedby a
priest,whois heldto bethe mightiestof the kingsandrulersof Europe,

4Transcribers Note: “they have madeno advancebecause”no punctuatioratend
of paragraplsic
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althoughhis possessionmay be travelled throughin oneday Beyond
all otherregentswho only have supremayg overtheir subjectslivesand
goods,he cangovernsouls. The Europeangenerallybelieve that this
priesthasin his possessiothekeys of heaven.| wasvery curiousto see
thesekeys, but all my ende&orswerein vain. His power, notonly over
his own subjectshut the whole humanrace,consistgrincipally in that
he canabsohe thosewhom God condemnsandcondemrthosewhom
Godabsoles;animmenseauthority which the inhabitantsof our sub-
terranearworld seriouslybelieve is not becomingto any mortal man.
But it is aneasymatterto inducethe Europeango creditthe mostun-
reasonablassertionsandsubmitto themosthigh-hande@ssumptions,
notwithstandingthey considerthemseles alone sensibleand enlight-
ened,and, puffed up with their foolish conceits,look contemptuously
uponall othernations whomthey call barbarous.

“I will not, by any meansdefendour subterraneamannersandinsti-
tutions: my purposesimply is, to examinethoseof the Europeansand
shav how little claimthesepeoplehaveto nd faultwith othernations.

“It is customaryin somepartsof Europe to powderthehairandclothes
with groundandsiftedcorn;thesamewhich naturehasproducedor the

nourishmenbf man. This our is calledhairpowder. It is combedout

with greatcareat night, preparatoryo afreshsprinklingin themorning.

Thereis anothercustomwith them,which did notappeatessridiculous
to me. They have certaincoveringsfor thehead calledhats,madeosten-
sibly, to protectthe headfrom the weathey but which, insteadof being

usedfor thisveryreasonabl@urposearegenerallywornunderthearm,

evenin thewinter. This seemedsfoolish to me aswould the instance
of one'swalkingthroughthecity with his cloakor breeche hishand,;

thusexposinghis body, which theseshouldcover, to the severity of the

weather

“The doctrinesof Europearreligion are excellentand consistentwith
soundreason.In their booksof morallaw they arecommandedo read
the Christianpreceptften; to searchinto their true meaning,andare
advisedto beindulgentwith the weakanderring. Neverthelessshould
ary understananeor anotherdoctrineof thesebooksin arny but thees-
tablishedsensethey would beimprisoned)ashedyes,andevenburned
for their want of judgment. This seemedo me the samecase,as if
one shouldbe punishedfor a blemishin sight, throughwhich he sav
that object squarewhich othersbelieved to be round. | wastold that
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somethousandpeoplehad beenexecutedby hangingor burning, for
their originality of thought.

“In mostcities andvillagesareto be found certainpersonsstandingin
highplaceswhoanimadertseverelyuponthesinsof otherswhichthey
themselescommitdaily: thisseemedo meassensibleasthepreaching
of temperancdy adrunkard.

“In the larger towns, it is almostgenerallythe fashionto invite one's
guests,immediatelyafter meals,to imbibe a kind of sup madefrom
burnt beanswhich they call coffee. To the placeswherethis is drunk,
they aredravn in a greatbox on four wheels,by two very strongani-
mals;for the higherclassesf Europeansiold it to be very indecento
move aboutontheir feet.

“On the rst dayof theyear theEuropeansareattacledby acertaindis-
easewhich we subterraneanknow nothingof. The symptomsof this
maladyarea peculiardisturbancef the mind andagitationof the head,;
its effects are that nonecanremain,on thatday, ve minutesin one
place.They run furiously from onehouseto anotherwith no apprecia-
ble reason.This diseaseontinueswith mary evenfourteendays;until

at last, they becomeweary of their eternalgadding,checkthemseles
andregain their formerhealth.

“In France]taly andSpain thepeoplelosetheirreasorfor someweeks,
in the winter season.This delirium is moderatedy streving asheson
theforehead®f the sufferers.In the northernpartsof Europe to which
this diseasesometimesxtends,and wherethe asheshave no power,

natureis left to work the cure.

“It is the customwith mostEuropeansto enterinto a solemncompact
with God,in thepresencef witnessesthreeor four timesayeat which

they invariably andimmediatelybreak. This compactis called'com-

munion, andseemdo have beenestablisheanly to showv thatthe Eu-

ropeansareusedto breaktheir promisessereraltimeseachyear They

confesstheir sinsandimplore the merg/ of God, in certainmelodies,
accompaniedby instrumentaimusic. As the magnitudeof their sinsin-

creasestheir musicbecomedouder:thus uters, trumpeteranddrum-
mersarefavorite helpersto devotion.

“Almost all the nationsof Europeare obligedto acknavledgeandbe-
lieve in the doctrineswhich arecontainedn a certain’holy book’ At
the souththereadingof this bookis entirelyforbidden;sothatthe peo-
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ple areforcedto creditwhatthey darenot read;in thesesameregions,

it is likewise austerelyforbiddento worshipGod, exceptin a language
incomprehensibléo the people;sothat, only thoseprayersareheldto

belawful andpleasingo God,which areutteredfrom memory without

comprehension.

“The learnedcontroversieswhich occupy the Europearacademies;on-
sistin thediscussiorof mattersthedevelopmenif whichis productve
of nobene t, andin theexaminationof phenomenahenatureof which
is beyond the reachof the humanmind. The mostseriousstudy of a
Europeanrscholary is the consideratiorof a pair of old boots,the slip-
pers,necklacesandgownsof aracelong extinct. Of the sciencesboth
worldly anddivine, nonejudgefor themseles,but subscribeblindly to
the opinionsof a few. The decisionsof these whenonceestablished,
they cling to, like oystersto the rocks. They selecta few from their
numberwhomthey call, ‘wise, andcreditthemimplicitly. Now, there
would be nothingto objectagainstthis, could raw andignorantpeople
decidein this casejput to decideconcerningvisdomrequiresmethinks,
acertaindegreeof sapiencen thejudge.

“In the southerncountries,certaincakes are carriedabout, which the
priestssetup for Gods;themostcuriouspartof this matteris, thebakers
themseles,while the doughyet cleavesto their ngers, will swearthat
thesecakeshave createchearenandearth.

“The Englishprefertheir liberty to all else,andarenot slaves,exceptto
their wives. Todaythey rejectthatreligion, which yesterdaythey pro-
fessed.| ascribethis cklenessto the situationof their country; they
areislandersandseamenandprobablybecomeaffectedby thevariable
elementhatsurroundghem. They inquirevery oftenaftereachother’s
health,sothatonewould supposéhemto be all doctors;but the ques-
tion: how do you do? is merelya form of speecha soundwithout the
slightestsigni cation.

“Towardsthe north,is arepublic,consistingof seven provinces. These
are called'united, notwithstandingthereis not to be found the least
traceof union amongthem. The mob boastof their power, andinsist
upontheirright to disposeof stateaffairs; but no whereis thecommon-
alty moreexcludedfrom suchmatters;the whole governmentbeingin
thehandsof somefew families.

“The inhabitantsof this republicheapup greatricheswith anxiousand
unweariedvigilance, which, however, they do not enjoy: their purses
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are alwaysfull, their stomachsalwaysempty Onewould almostbe-
lieve they livedon smole, whichthey continuallysuckthroughtubesor
pipes,madeof clay. It must,neverthelessbe confessedthatthesepeo-
ple surpassll othersin cleanlinessfor they washeverythingbut their
hands.

“Every land hasits own laws and customswhich are usually opposed
to eachother For example;by law, the wife is subjectto the husband;
by custom the husbands ruled by thewife.

“In Europe, the super uous membersof society only are respected,;
thesedevour not only thefruits of thelandbut thelanditself. The culti-
vatorsof the soil, who feedthesegorgesaredegradedfor theirindustry
anddespisedor their usefulness.

“The prevalenceof vice andcrimein Europemay perhapse fairly in-
ferredfrom the greatnumberof gallows andscafolds to be seenevery-
where.Eachtown hasits own executioner| must,for justicesale, clear
Englandfrom this stigma;l believe thereareno public murderersn that
country:theinhabitantshangthemseles.

“I have a kind of suspicionthat the Europeansre cannibals;for they
shutlarge ocks of healthfuland strongpersonsn certaininclosures,
calledcloisters,for the purposeof makingthemfat andsmooth. This
objectseldomfails, astheseprisonersfreefrom all laborandcare,have
nothingto do but to enjoy themselesin thesegardensof pleasure.

“Europeanscommonlydrink waterin the morningto cool their stom-
achs;this objectaccomplishedthey drink brandyto heatthemagain.

“In Europearetwo principal sectsin religion; the Romancatholicand
the protestantThe protestantsvorshipbut oneGod;the catholics,ser-
eral. Eachcity andvillage, with these hasits appropriateGod or God-
dess. All thesedeitiesare createdby the pope, or superiorpriest at
Rome,who, on his part, is chosenby certainother priests,called car
dinals. The mighty power of thesecreatorsof the creatorof the gods,
doesnot, asit would seemto anindifferentspectatarapparentlyalarm
thepeople.

“The ancientinhabitantsof Italy subduedhe whole world, andobeyed
theirwives;thepresentpnthecontrary abusetheir wivesandsubmitto
thewholeworld.

“The Europeangyenerallyfeeduponthe samevictualswith the subter
raneansThe Spaniardslonelive ontheair.
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“Commerce ourishes hereandthere;mary thingsareofferedfor sale
in Europe,which with us are never objectsof trade. Thusin Rome,
peoplesell heaven;in Switzerlandthemseles;andin * * * * * * * the
crown, sceptreandthroneareofferedat public auction.

“In Spain,idlenesds thetrue mark of a well-bredman;andthe distin-
guishingproof of purenobility is anaptitudeto sleep.

“Among Europearnwriters, thosearein the highestrepute who change
the naturalorder of words, making that which is in itself simple and
distinct, intricate andincomprehensibleThe classmostnotedfor this
abominablepenersionof style is that of the ‘poets:' this singularre-
moval of wordsis called'poetry’ The capabilityto puzzleis by no
meansthe only requisiteto becomea true poet; one mustbe able to
lie mostterribly. A certainold poethamedHomerus,who possessed
both thesequalitiesin an eminentdegree,is styledthe 'master andis
idolized with a kind of divine worship. He hashadmary imitators of
his distortionof sentenceandfalsi cation of truth; but, it is said,none
have yetreachedis excellence.

“The cultivatorsof sciencepurchasebooksin greatquantities,not so
much,l amtold, for the sale of the contentsasfor their antiquenessf
styleor eleganceof binding.

“The learnedandunlearned aredistinguishedrom eachotherby differ-

entdressesndmannersput especiallyby differentreligions: thelatter
believe mostly in one God; the former worship mary divinities, both
male andfemale. Among the principal of theseare, Apollo, Minerva,

andnine muses;besidegnary lesserwhole andhalf Gods. The poets
particularlyimploretheiraid and'hail' themwhenthey take anotionto

rage.

“The learnedare divided, accordingto their different studiesinto the
classe®f philosopherspoets grammariansjaturalphilosophersmeta-
physicians&c.

“A philosophetis a scienti ¢ tradesmanwho, for a certainprice, sells
prescription®f self-denialtemperancandpoverty; hegenerallypreaches
the painsof wealth,till hebecomesich himself,whenheabandonshe
world for acomfortableanddigni ed retreat.The fatherof the philoso-
phers,Senecais saidto have collectedroyal wealth.

STranscribers Note: Openingquotesaddedo theparagraptstarting“The learned
andunlearned.”.
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“A poetis onewho makes a greatstir with printed prattle, falsehood
andfury. Madnesss the characteristiof the true poet. All thosewho
expresghemseles,with clearnessprecisionandsimplicity aredeemed
unworthy of thelaurelwreath.

“The grammariansre a sort of military body, who disturbthe public
peace. They are distinguishedfrom all other warriors, by dressand
weaponsThey wearblackinsteadof coloreduniforms,andwield pens
ratherthanswords. They ght with asmuchobstinayg for lettersand
wordsasdo the othersfor liberty andfatherland.

“A naturalphilosopheiis onewho searcheto the bowelsof theearth,
studiesthe natureof animals,worms and insects,and, in a word, is
familiar with every thing, but himself.

“A metaplysicianis a sort of philosopher partly visionary and partly
scepticalwho seeswvhatis concealedrom all others.He describeshe
beingandunfoldsthe natureof soulsandspirits,andknows both what
is, andwhatis not. Fromthe acutenessf his sight, the metaplysician
cannotdiscernwhatlies directly beforehis feet.

“I have thusbrie y consideredhe conditionof the learnedrepublicin
Europe. | couldrelatemary otherthings, but | think | have giventhe
readera sufcient test,by which he mayjudgehow far the Europeans
have aright to hold themselespreéminerft for wisdom.

“The peopleabore-groundare exceedinglypious, and extraordinarily
zealousin praying. Their prayers,however, do not arisefrom the im-
pulsesandemotionsof their hearts;but aresubduedo meremattersof
form, directedby bells, clocksor sun-dials. Their devotion is entirely
mechanicalfoundedon external signsandold customsratherthanin
sincerefeeling.

“When| cameto Italy, | fanciedmyselfmasterover thewhole country;
for every onecalledhimselfmy slave. | took a notionto testthe extent
of this humbleobedienceandcommandeadny landlordto lend me his
wife for anight; hebecamerery angry however, atthis,andorderedme
outof hishouse.

“In thenorth,therearemary peoplewho seekwith greatpainsto obtain
titles of of ces which they do not hold; and mary losetheir reasonin
theireagernes® beontheright side. Furthermoré,

5Transcribers Note: préeminenamendedo preéminent
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Herel lost my patience.ln amed to the utmostfury, | threw the book
on the ground,and assuredlomopololo, who was by me, thatit was
the ction of anunjustandcholericwriter. Whenmy rst passionwas
cooled,| reviewed my sentenceand nally concludedthatthe author
of thesetravels, althoughunfair and untruein mary particulars,had
neverthelessnadesomegoodpointsandhapyy re ections.

I will now returnto civil affairs. All our neighborshadkeptvery quiet
for along period,andduringthis peacd madeevery effort to constitute
the governmentaccordingto my own notions,andstrengtherthe army
in numbersandef ciency.

Suddenly we receved information that threewarlike and formidable
nations,namely the Arctonians,KispusiananianandAlectorians,had
united againstthe Quamites. The rst namedwere bearsgifted with
reasonand speech. The Kispusiananiansvere a nation of large cats
celebratedor their cunningandferocity. The Alectorianswerecocks,
armedwith bows andarronvs. Thesearrowns with poisonedtips, were
castwith wonderfulprecision,andtheir leasttouchwasfatal.

Thesethreenationshadbeenirritated by theuncommorprogresf the
Quamitesaswell as by the fall of the Tanaquites.The allied powers
sentambassadord Quama,to demandthe liberty of the imprisoned
Tanaquitiansand the cessionof their land, with power to declarewar

shouldthe samebe denied.By my advice,they wereimmediatelydis-

missedwith thefollowing answer:“Sincethe Tanaquitiansyiolatorsof

peaceandalliance,have desered the miserywhich they have brought
uponthemselesby their own folly andpride, his majestytheemperoy
is determinedo defend,to the utmost,the possessionsf a land, con-
gueredn alawful war, in spiteof thethreatsandfearlessof the strength
of yourunnaturaklliance’

In ashorttime | hadanarmyof forty thousandnenreadyfor thecoming
war: amongthesewereeightthousandorsemerandtwo thousandi e-
men. The emperoyold ashewas,determinedo follow this campaign;
his eagernesandambitionwereso great,that neitherhis wife's repre-
sentationsior minewereeffective enoughto inducehim to abandorthis
intention.

In this stateof affairs, | was madesomeavhat uneasyfrom mistrustof
the Tanaquitiansl fearedthat,impatientof their unaccustomediavery,
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they would take the rst opportunityto throw off their yoke, and go
over to theenemy | did not deceve myself; for immediatelyafter the
declarationof war, we heardthat full twelve thousandTanaquitiansn
completearmor hadmarchedor the enemys encampmentThuswere
we occupiedat oncewith four mighty foes.

In the beginning of the monthKilian, we commenceaur march.From
aspy, welearntthattheunitedtroopshadalreadybesigedthefort Sibol
in Tanaqui,on the bordersof Kispusianania On our arrival beforethe
place they abandonethesiegeandpreparedo meetus. Thebattletook
placein adalenearthefort, andis to this daycalledthe“Sibolic battle”

The Arctonians,who formedtheir left wing, madegreathavoc among
our cavalry; and,supportedy the rebelliousTanaquitesfell furiously
on our right; a momentlongerandthe fate of the con ict would have
beendetermined. | detacheda body of ri emen to engagethe atten-
tion of theenemy andallow the cavalry to recover; this movementwas
very effective; the menhandledtheir gunswell, andthe enemyhastily
abandonedheir ground,undera terri ¢ shawver of balls. Meanwhile,
theKispusiananianentheothersidepresseaurinfantryvery hard;six
hundredQuamitesweredown: somekilled, othersmortally wounded.
Therecoveredcavalry now rusheduponthemimpetuously broke their
ranks,and,unresistedslaughteredhemby thousands.

The Alectorians,who formedthe resenre, gave usthe greatestrouble,
for whenour soldierswould attackthem,they e w into theair, whence
they shoton our headstheir poisonedarronvs. One of theseentered
the neckof the old emperoy while ghting vigorouslyin the midst of

the eld. He fell directly from his horse,was carriedto his tent, and
shortlyafterexpired. Thesoldiershaving beenkeptin ignoranceof their

sovereigns death the battlewascontinueduntil midnight. I soonfound

thatour ballshadbut little effectuponour ying enemiestheir motions
beingso rapid that our gunnerscould take no aim. Somenew method
mustbe devisedto checkthem;a lucky expedientoccurredto me;| or-

deredthe gunsto be loadedwith small shot: thesescattering brought
themdown in great ocks, andsoonhalf of themweredestryed;therest
laid down their weaponsand surrendered.The Arctoniansand Kispu-

siananiangjuickly followedtheir example,andtheir forti cations were
surrenderedo our hands.

"Transcribers Note: Kispusianieamendedo Kispunianania
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Whenall thesethingswerefortunatelybroughtto anend,
Beholdthenl calledtogethethe rst amonghepeopletheeldest,
Theheadsof all thetroops,to Council,in full assembly;
Lik e the bubblingoceans high-roaringbillows

They all did streamto me;andsilently heardmy speech:

“Noble, brave andcelebratedvarriors.| doubtnot, thatit is well known

to the mostof you, that | ofttimes advisedhis majestynot to hazard
his preciouslife in this desperatestrife. But his naturalcourageand
fearlessheroismwould notsuffer him to remainathome while hisbrave

peopleexposedhemselesabroad.O, thathe could have withessedur

gloriousvictory! Thenour entrancanto the imperial residencavould

have beena truetriumph,andour joy over so mary nobledeedswould

have beenperfect;notasnow, mingledwith tormentingsorraw! | canno

longerconcealfrom you the mournful event, which hasgiveneachone
of us, a greaterwoundthancould all the arrows of the enemy Know

then, that our emperor in the thickestof the battle, was struck by an
unfortunatearron, andsoonafterexpired. Horrible event! Whatsorrow,

what generalmourningwill the lossof this greatking causeover the
whole country! Yet, do not losecourage!The greatherohasceasedo

live in himself; but he is not deadto you! Your emperotfivesagain in

two princes,true imagesof their greatfather andheirsno lessto his
virtuesthanto his dignities. You have not changedyour emperoy but

only your emperors name. Sincethe prince Timuso, asthe rst born,
recevesthecrown, | am,from thismomentunderhissceptretheleader
of thearmy.

“Hail, Timuso! To him let us swearallegiance! To him, let us swear
eternalloyalty! Him, let usall hereafteiobey!”
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The Author BecomesA
Monarch Under The Ground

Whenmy speechwasended,they all cried out with loud voices: “We
will have Pikil-Su, for emperof When| heardthis, | becameterri-
ed, andbeggedthem,with tearsin my eyes, not to forgetthe delity
andduty they owed to the imperial family. But my wordswere of no
use. They all approachedne, andplacedthe crovn uponmy head,re-
peatingthe above-mentionedexclamation. | wasthencarriedfrom the
tent and proclaimedbeforethe whole army, emperorof Quama,king
of Tanaqui,ArctoniaandAlectoria, andduke of Kispusianania After-
wardswe madea triumphalentryinto the capital,whereprince Timuso,
himself acknavledgedme for emperor Thus, from a miserable ship-
wreckedwretch,l becamegreatandpowerful monarch. soonmarried
thedaughteof thedeceasedmperoyfor the peoplestill lovedandhon-
oredtheold royal family. This princessvasnamedRalac,and

Bloomed like the new-blown rose
In mellowed, purple-smile.
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whenl hadreducedo orderthe affairs of theempire,and rmly estab-
lishedmyselfon thethrone,l thoughtof nev meanspy which | might
extendmy dominions,andrendemy power fearful to thewhole subter
raneanworld. | turnedmy attentionto a navy, andsoonhada eet of
twentyshipsonthesea.

| sooncameto regard myself an underground Alexander;and deter

minedto make myselfasfamousashe hadon our globe. | concluded
to sail rst for Mezendoreandthenceto Martinia. We setsail at that
periodof theyear whenthe planetNazaris of the middle size,andin a
few dayscamein sightof theMezendoriccoast.

| immediatelysentambassadort® theimperialresidencepf whomwas
demandedh the nameof theemperoy

“What their purposewhencethey came
Overthefoamingbillows of the swellingmain’

Theambassadom@nswered:

“Neither misleadingstars,deludingwinds nor storm
Herebroughtus;with voluntarywill we steered.

andthereupordeliveredto theemperomletterof thefollowing contents:

“We, NielsKlim, ambassadaof thesun,emperoin Quamaking
of Tanaqui,Arctonia, and Alectoria, and duke of Kispusianania,
salutetheemperorof MezendoreMiklopolata. We humbly make
known, thatit is concludedn theunchangeableouncilsof heaven,
that all the empiresand kingdomsof the world must surrender
themselesto the power of Quamasandasthe will of providence
is irrevocable,your kingdommustnecessarilysubmitto fate. We
thereforeadviseyou to surrendervoluntarily yourself and your
dominions ratherthanfoolishly resistourinvincible phalanxand
therebyexperienceall the bloodyhorrorsof war.

“Givenfrom our eet, thethird dayin themonthRimat”

In afew daysourambassadorgturnedwith abold andhaughtyanswer
| madea descenuponthe coast,placedmy armyin battlearray*, and

Transcribers Note: Full stopafter“battle array” amendedo acomma.
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sentspiesto examinethe conditionof the enemy The spiescameback
in greathaste,andrelatedthatanimmensearmy; of sixty thousandn
numbey consistingof lions, tigers, elephantspearsand birds of prey,
wasdrawing towardsus. We weresoonapprisedf their nearapproach,
by roars,shrieksandterri ¢ cries,comminglinga devilish tumult. The
combatsooncommencedandtruly, 'twasoneof the hottestand most
contumaceoush which | everengaged:atlastwe putthemto ight.

In this engagementell thirty-threethousandMezendariansandabout
four thousandveremadeprisoners We followed our victory, anddren

beforethe capitalcity; this we besigedbothby landandsea.Soener

geticwasour blockade thatthe enemyquickly proposed parley, and
sentambassador® askfor peaceon reasonableonditions. The em-
peror offeredto me his daughter the handsomesbf the lionessesjn

marriage,andthe half of his empireasa dowry. Theseconditions,al-

thoughvery honorablewerevery displeasingo me, for | consideredt

both unsafeandillicit to forsake my wife, whom| left behindin preg-

nang, andmarryalioness.| thereforesentbacktheambassadonsith-

outanswer

| now orderedmy cannonto be directedagainstthe wall, which, al-
thoughbuilt of stone,was soonrent. The emperorlost all hope and
surrenderedhimself togetherwith all his lands. After putting a garri-
sonin the capital,| took the emperoron boardmy own ship, andlaid
my coursefor Martinia, the coastof which we reachedafteralong but
fortunatevoyage.

We obtainedherethe samesuccesss elsavhere. Whenthe Martini-
anssubmitted,| determinedo includetheir neighborsunderthe same
yoke. As | waspreparingto effectthis,ambassadorfsom four adjacent
countriesarrived,andvoluntarilyacknavledgedallegianceto me. | now
possessesomary kingdomsthatl did notdeemit worthmy troubleto
ascertairthe namesf thesebut includedthemall underthetitle of the
Martinianic“dominion?
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Chapter 15

A SuddenChangeln The
Fortunes Of The Author

Having madeso mary andextraordinarywarlike excursionsandadded
to our eet anumberof Martinianicships,we setsail for our own land,
into which we enteredwith a splendorexceedingthe old Romantri-

umphs. And really my deedsdesered all possiblehonors;for what
heroicaction could be greaterand more gloriousthanto changea de-
spisednation,a nationexposedo theinsultsof its wealer neighborsto

theacknavledgedandrespecteduler of thewholesubterraneaworld?
Whatcouldbemorehonorablgo aman,thanto reinstatehehumarrace
in thatdominion,which naturehasgivento it, over all otheranimals?

Fromthis time anew periodmaybereckonedin history;a fth monar
chy canbe addedto the gloriousroll of splendidempires. To the As-
syrian,PersianGreekandRomanempiresthe Subterranean-Quamatic
monarcly, which unquestionablgxceedghemall in magni cenceand
power, may not be considerecunworthy to be joined. | could not de-
cline, for obvious reasonsthe title of Koble, or great,with which the
conqueredationssalutedme.

| washailedthereafterby thefollowing titles: “Niels the Great,Ambas-
sadorof the Sun,Emperorin QuamaandMezendoreKing of Tanaqui,
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Alectoria, Arctonia,the MezendoricandMartinianicdominions,Grand
Duke of KispusiananiaRulerof Martinia, etc. etc”

— rmly founded stood
Themighty empire;thefavorite of fortune,
| seemedas rmly X ed;notone,alas!
May bedeemecdhapyy 'till hislatesthour.

Whenl hadreachedhis splendidandpowerful height,greaterthanary

manshoulddesire | becamewhatmenusuallybecomewho areraised
from asimplestateto greathonorin theworld. | forgot my formercon-

dition, andinclined to vanity. Insteadof exerting myselfto retainthe

favor of the people,l proved myself cruel andrigorousto all classes.
My subjectswhom| hadformerly endearedby friendly andpolite con-

duct,| now regardedandtreatedasslaves. For this course] camesoon
to be despisedihe love andreverenceof my peoplewere changedo

indifferenceandfear Their sentimentsowardsmel soonhadreasorto

understandwhenl issueda proclamatiorto theinhabitants.

The occasionwasthis: the empresswhom | left in pregnany during
my last expedition, hadin my absencébeendeliveredof a son. This
princel wishedto have nominatedas my successor| thereforesum-
moneda Diet, andcommandedhe Quamitiannoblesandthegreatmen
amongthe conqueredations,to meetin the capital,at the crowning of
the child. Nonedaredto disobg this proclamationandthe coronation
passeff with greatmagni cence;but | obseredby the countenances
of my subjectsthattheirjoy wasdissembledl becamanorecon rmed
in my mistrust,whenl learntthata multitudeof libels hadbeenspread
about. Theselibels, by unknavn authors,criticised me very severely
andassertedhat prince Timusowasinsultedin the choiceof my son.
This enragedme so muchthat!| could not restuntil that nobleand ex-
cellentprince shouldbe removed from my path. | thereforesuborned
somepersongo accusehim of treason;andsincerulers seldomwant
assistantsywhenthey would commit crimes,| was quickly enabledto
prove that Timusohadattemptedny life. | hadhim sentencedo death
by bribedjudges,andthenthrens him into prison, wherehe was pri-
vatelymurderedfor | fearedto excite arebellionby a public execution.
| haddeterminedo murderthe youngerprincelik ewise; but postponed
it. His youth procuredfor him the safety which neithermy justicenor
humanitywould have grantedhim. Having onceimbued my handsin
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innocentblood, my crueltyandmorosenesknew no bounds.l doomed
to deathseveralwhole families,whoseloyalty | merelysuspectedNot

a day passedwvithout bloodshed.| de led my soul with the blood of

innocenceyirtue andnoblenessAll thesethingshastened rebellion,
excited by thenobleswho hadbeenlong disgustedvith me.

| will hereacknavledge,that| desered all the misfortunesthat after
wardsmetme. It hadcertainlybeenmore t for a Christianking to have
taughthis ignorantand heathersubjectsto know the true God, andto
have given theman examplein my own personof the sweetcharities
of the true religion, thanto have excelled, eventhemselesin barbar
ity, sinandmoralturpitude.It would have beenaneasymatterfor meto
have reformedhewholesubterraneaworld, for whatererl commanded
wasful lled; whatever| determinedvasrecevedin perfectgoodfaith;
whenever | spolke, my wordswereasthoseof a God. But | forgot God
andmyself; | thoughtof nothingbut emptyandvain splendoy andthe
augmentatioof my power; whereforel perpetrateanary cruelties,un-
til the people,unableto bearmore, (andthey were a patientpeople,)
broke outagainstme.

While mattersstoodthus,| determinedo lay handson princeHidoba.
This intention| revealedto my high-chancellgrKalak, in whom1 had
greatcon dence. He promisedto be of serviceto mein all things,and
departedo ful I my order: but at heart,he detestedny cowardly fears,
andleft meonly to discovermy plotto theprince. Togethetthey repaired
to thefort, collectedthegarrison,andrepresentedn atouchingmanney
their dangerand my fears. The tearsof the unfortunateprince gave
weightto hiswords;all seizedtheirarms,andpromiseadhatthey would
hazardtheir livesfor him. The cunningchancellortook the opportunity
to persuadehemto swearloyalty to the prince,and sentmessage$o
otherswho, heknew, weredispleasedvith me,to take armsagainstthe
tyrant.

All armedthemseles,whoseheartsthroughfearandhorror,
Did burntowardstheir country's tyrant;they met

andunitedwith thegarrisonwhile | awaitedthereturnof thechancellor

By theadviceof Pomopolok,| ed seasonablyo Tanaquijeaving my
own capital beforethe inhabitantsgenerallywere apprisedof the im-
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mediatecauseof the suddenout-break. Arrived in Tanaqui,l quickly
collectedan army of forty thousandmen,andboldly retracedhe steps
which afew daysbeforel hadpursuedn fearandtrembling.| hadlittle
doubtthatmy powverswould be augmentedy Quamiteswho hadbeen
eithertoo remoteto suffer from my cruelty, or too indifferentto my in-
famy, to hesitatdn joining aforcesooverpavering,andaleaderwhose
prospectsvere so brilliant asmine. But | wasdecevedin my hopes:
insteadof auxiliariesa heraldfrom the prince met me. The objectof
his missionwasto declarea formal war, and,for a commencementf
hostilities,thatmy wife andsonhadbeenimprisoned.On thefootsteps
of the heraldcamethe Quamitic forces. A bloody engagementtook
place,in which our part proved to be inferior. 1, left to my fate, ed
to a neighboringmountain crossedts sideanddescendetb a dalebe-
hindit. Therel remainedn concealmentor sometime, bemoaningthe
while, my misery asl thenbelieved,but which | afterwardsmorejustly
named,my folly. | was so agitated,had so thoroughlylost that pres-
enceof mind for which I hadin former daysbeendistinguishedthat|
did notremove from my headthe crown, which, beingornamentedvith
sunbeamsyould have easilybetrayedme. While pantinglike a bayed
lion, | hearda nestlingon the otherside of the mountain,which | sup-
posedwas madeby menbeatingthe bushesto discover ary hiders. |
now looked aroundfor a moresecureretreat,for | doubtednot thatmy
ight hadbeennoticed,andthatthesepursuersvould searclonmy side
of themountain.Behindmewas

—A thick andmattedforest,sunkbetweenills
All desolateandbare ,whosedarkandawful silence
Beckonedme.

| hurriedthither, ercely inging asidethethorry busheghatclungas
ercely to me,andcameat lastto the mouthof a cave. Creepingin, |
obseredthatthecave wasdeepandasfarasthelight penetratedevel.
| determinedo explore its recessesthoughl think | shouldnot have
beensohardyin my daysof fortune.

After treadingcautiouslya hundredpaces/ suddenlylost my footing,
andplungedwith the quicknesf lightning, into a holethatmusthave
hadperpendiculasides.

Having shotthroughthis passagethe abodeof palpabledarknessand
night, | suddenlyperceveda faintlight.
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As whenthroughcloudsthe moondothgleam
With pallid smile.

As this light increasedmy speeddecreasedso that without pain or
trouble,| wassoonbroughtto a standbetweertwo high mountains My
sensationsjuring this remarkablgpassageweresimilar to thoseexpe-
riencedwhile tossingamongthe billows of the ocean.Onrecovering, |
found myself,to my greatastonishmentn the samespotfrom which,
yearsbefore,l hadplungedinto the subterranearegions. A moments
re ection gave methemeango accountor thedecreasef speedn the
latter partof my course.Theweightof the atmospherés muchgreater
on the surfaceof the globe,thanbelow; consequently wasbuoyed up
by theincreasingesistancef the air towardsthe surface.Had this not
beenthe case, should,unquestionablyat leastin my own mind, have
shotoff to themoon.

Still, being obnoxiousto cavil, 1 will deferthis hypothesisto the as-
tronomers closerexamination.
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Chapter 16

The Author' sReturn To His
Father-Land, And The End Of
The Fifth Monarchy

Although perfectly sensible my limbs were entirely benumbedand|
lay helplessfor a long time. Meanwhilel ruminatedon my singular
course. The eventsof the pastyearsroseone after anotherwith clear
nessin my mind; particularlythoseof my exaltationandfame. Here
wasl, the late founderof the splendid fth monarcly, metamorphosed
to apoorandhungrybachelofof-arts;a changesoterribleandunprece-
dentedthatit mightwell have disturbedthe strongesbrain. | seriously
examinedmy presentcircumstances-werthey real? or did | dream?
Alas?thetremorsof terroranduncertaintyonly gave placeto thepangs
of sorrov andregret.

“Almighty Father!” | exclaimed,andtowardshearen
Stretchedny tremblinghands;'what sin provokedthy vengeance,
Thatall thy thunderscrashuponmy head?
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Wheream|? whencecamel? how shalll escape
Thy anger’

Truly! shouldonelook over the journalsof all times, he will neither
in ancientnor modernhistory nd a parallelto sogreata fall; with the
single exceptionof that of Nebuchadnezzamwho from the greatesof
kingswaschangedo adumbbeast.

| began to descendhe mountainby the pathwhich leadsto Sandvig.
Whenabouthalf waydown, | obsenedsomeboys,whoml beclonedto-
wardsme,repeatinghewords: Jeru pikal salim, whichin the Quamitic
languagesignify: shav me the way. The lads, however, were appar
ently frightenedat seeinga manin a strangedress andwith ahaton his
headglittering with goldenrays;for they rusheddown the mountainin
greathaste arriving at Sandvigan hour beforé- me. The rumor of the
strangeappearancen the mountainwasspreadaboutandcausederror
throughoutthe town; the notion was, that the shoemaékr of Jerusalem
wanderedamongthe mountains.This impressionarosethus: the boys
on beingquestionedy thetownsmenepliedthat! hadtold themwho
| was. | afterwardslearntthat my words, Jerupikal salim, had been
interpretedby sound,andthatthis clew, acteduponby fearandsuper
stition, hadbeendevelopedinto the strangesbf fables. This storywas
unquestionedby this simple people,inasmuchasthe adwenturesof the
travelling shoemakrwerethennewly reportedandit hadbeenasserted
thathe hadbeenseena shorttime beforein Hamlurg.

When, towardsevening,| enteredSandvig,l obsened that the inhab-
itants were collectedin large ocks, to gazeat me. As | approached
themandspole, they all took to ight, exceptoneold man: him | ad-
dressedandbeggedof him to give melodging at his house.He asled
me, “where | wasborn, whencel came,&c.” | answerechim, with a
sigh: “When | cometo your house,l will relateeventsthatwill seem
incredibleto you, andwhoseequalsyou will not nd in ary history’
The old manthentook me by the handandled meto his house.When
therel demandedlrink; he gave me a glassof beer Whenl recovered
my breath,after this draught,| addressedhe old manthus: “You see
beforeyou a humanbeing,who hasbeena bolt for the changingwinds
of fortune;one,who hasbeenpursuedy afatality morecontrollingand
moreunhappy thanwasever experiencedy mortal’

Transcribers Note: heforeamendedo before
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“Moral andphysicalrevolutionsmay be effectedin a moment,without
surprisingmen;but whathasbefallenmeis beyondthereachof human
imagination!”

“It is thetraveller's fate;” my landlordanswered;many strangesvents
andchangesnight happeron avoyageof sixteenhundredyears.

| did notunderstandhis, andrequestedhim to tell mewhathe meantby
sixteenhundredyears.Hereplied:“If onemaybelieve history; it is now
sixteenhundredyearssinceJerusalenwasdestryed, and| doubtnot,
venerableman,thatyou werealreadyof ageat its destruction.If what
is saidof you is true,you musthave beenbornin thereignof Tiberius.
| know thatthis matteris rathersupposedhanproved. Theinhabitants
of this place,however, believe you to be the shoemakr of Jerusalem,
celebratedn history, who, sincethe time of Christ, hastravelled about
theworld. Neverthelessthemorel look atyou, thegreateresemblance
| nd to anold friend of mine, who twelve yearssinceperishedon the
top of a neighboringmountair. At thesewords,| looked carefully at
my host. In a momentthe fog wasclearedfrom beforemy eyes. | sav
beforememy dearfriend Abelin, in whosehouseatBergen,| hadspent
mary happy days.| ranto his embracewith outstretchedrms. “Then
'tis you, my dearAbelin! | canscarcelybelieve my eyes. Hereyou see
Klim again,who hasjustreturnedrom thesubterraneaworld. | amthe
samewho twelve yearssinceplungedinto themountaincave?” Hefell
uponmy neckandwith tearful eyes,demandedvherel hadbeenand
whathadhappenedo me. | told him all thathadoccurred.At rst he
would not creditme; but afterwardshe acknavledgedthatall musthave
beenso,for | couldnever have inventedsuchstrangeadwentures.

Abelin advisedme notto repeathesethingsto others,andto keepmy-
selfsecludedn hishouse Hetold thepeople whorushedo hishouseo
seethe“shoemaler of Jerusalem,thatl hadvanishedfor hejustly con-
cludedthisto bethebestandmostsatishctoryanswethecouldmake to
anignorantandsuperstitioupeasantryl remainedn concealmenantil
clothes,more suitableto the surfaceof the earth,thanthosel brought
from below, weremade whenAbelin reportedneto bearelative of his,
lately a studentin Trondhjim, on a visit. He recommendedane to the
bishopof Bergen,who promisedto me the rst rectorshipthat should
becomevacant.This of ce wasmuchto my taste for it seemedo have

2Transcribers Note: Closing quotesaddedafter“... plungedinto the mountain
cave’
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alikenesgo my former state ,a school-mastebeinga miniatureof roy-

alty. Therodmaybelikenedto thesceptrethedeskto thethrone.After

waiting for a vacang in vain, | determinedfrom necessityto accept
the rst of ce | couldget. At this time the sacristarof the churchdied;
his placewas offeredto me by the bishopandaccepted.An amusing
promotionto one who had lately reignedover mary greatkingdoms.
Neverthelesssincenothingis so ridiculous as poverty, andsinceit is

foolish to throw away dirty water beforecleanis at hand, | think it

would have beenstill morelaughableto have refusedit. Ful lling the
dutiesof thisof ce, | now livein philosophicease.

Shortly after my induction,a marriagewith a merchant daughtemwas
proposedo me. | could have likedthegirl, but asit wasprobablethat
theempresof Quamawasyet alive, | did not careto make myselfob-
noxiousto thebanof polygamy M. Abelin, however, into whosebosom
| wasusedio pourmy doubtsandall thepressuresf my heart,abridged
this fear, andadvisedme to marry; which | did. With this wife | have
lived six yearsin peacefuland affectionateunion. During this period
shehasborneme three ne sons,wholly worthy of their half brother
theprinceof Quama.

To my wife, | never told my subterraneaadwentures;but I cannever
forget,for amomentthesplendothatoncesurroundedne. To thisday,
| oftenexpresamyselfin signsandwords,which, however consistentn
themighty rulerandmagni centtyrant, arelittle adaptedo thehumble
sacristarof Bergen.
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The SupplementOf Abelin

NIELS KLIM livedto theyear1695. His irreprehensibldife andami-
abledispositionendearedhim to all. Yetwerethe priestsnow andthen
angrywith him for his greatsedatenesandresernednesswhich they
called pride and haughtiness.l, who knew the man, wonderedmuch
at the modesty humility and patiencewith which he, who had been
monarchover mary nations,executedhis meanandvulgar duties. So
long ashis strengthpermitted,he would, at a certaintime in the year
ascendhe mountainand gazeinto the cave, out of which he cameto
thesurface.His friendsobsered[190]thathealwaysreturnedveeping,
andimmediatelyshuthimselfin his chamberwhereheremainedalone
therestof theday.

His wife informed me, that she frequently heardhim murmurin his
dreamspf armiesandnavies. His library consistedmostly of political
works; for this selectionhe was blamedby several, who thoughtthis
descriptionof booksun t for asacristan.

Of the “subterranearravels; thereis but a single copy, written by his
own hand,whichis in my possession.

| have oftenhadit in mindto publishthem,but severalimportantreasons
have hinderedme from doingso.
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